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Dear Brothers of Omega Psi Phi, 
 

G reetings! Now that we are in 2010, I am issuing a “Call to          
Conclave”.  We are finalizing preparations for the 76th International 

Grand Conclave of our illustrious Fraternity that will be held               
July 22-30th in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 
Our last national meeting was exciting, but we are looking to each of 
you to make the 2010 Conclave  the biggest in our history. The Sixth 
District, the Iota Iota Chapter and a collaboration of Committees are 
working with relentless deliberation to provide a welcoming and         
receptive atmosphere for the thousands of Omega men that will travel 
to the capital city of Raleigh.   
 
Our theme for the Grand Conclave is  “Three Looks; One Focus! Family, 

Fraternity and Friends,” honoring our brotherhood, our family and our beloved Omega.  This is a 
year of national elections, and as I finalize the last Chapter of my administration, I encourage you 
to make plans to attend in record numbers.  Let’s work diligently to reclaim inactive members of 
our brotherhood and bring them to Raleigh.  Now, more than ever, we need their help to keep our 
collective pledge and continued commitment to community uplift and public service. 
 
We will soon unveil a comprehensive schedule of events for the Grand Conclave on our interna-
tional website (www.oppf.org) that will also include Registration and hotel information. Stay tuned 
and make plans to attend as we claim that this will be the largest Grand Conclave in the history of 
the Fraternity. 
 
We look toward July with great excitement and expectation.  It will be a time of celebration,       
recognition, and fellowship.  See you in Raleigh! 
 
Fraternally, 
 

 
Warren G. Lee, Jr.  
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.  
 
 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND BASILEUS A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND BASILEUS A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND BASILEUS    

Brother Warren G. Lee, Jr., 
38th Grand Basileus 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
3951 Snapfinger Parkway 

Decatur, GA 30035 

Warren G. Lee, Jr. 
38th Grand Basileus 
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The Rings of the     
Tenth District DR’s                 
Past and Present 

G reetings Brothers: 
 

 
Omega Psi Phi has found her voice.  The Oracle is the official organ of our  beloved 
Fraternity.  Across our great nation and around the world, The Oracle is the antici-
pated link that recognizes our triumphs, shares in our loss and celebrates our service 
to  community.  
 
This edition of The Oracle exemplifies the fraternal meaning of duty, trust and friendship.  Each of us 
has a solemn responsibility towards one another.  Our duty is to press forward head high to the finish 
representing Omega nobly and honorably through our good deeds.  The opportunity to serve this 
great Fraternity as the Guest Editor to The Oracle (if only for sixty seconds’ worth of distance run) is a 
duty held by very few brothers our the last ninety eight years.  The success of The Oracle starts and 
ends with a brothers’ duty at the chapter level.   
 
Four months ago, there was some uncertainty regarding the direction of The Oracle.  However, what 
was certain was the fact that we are Omega Men, we are friends, and Omega Men prevail!  Entrusted 
by the Grand Basileus, and overwhelmingly supported by the massive amounts of submissions       
received worldwide, this edition of The Oracle will serve as a reminder of what Omega Men can      
accomplished (regardless of opinion) when we strive for one goal- finding Omega’s voice once again.  
  
I would like to thank my friends and supporters who made this successful journey possible.  First, He 
is head of my house and life, the one I praise and glorify, my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Next, my 
wife, my friend Valencia, whose support, input and patience was appreciated through every late night.    
Brothers; Warren G. Lee, Jr., Burnel E. Coulon, Climent J. Edmond, Jr., Glenn Mathews, Charles John-
son, Jr.,  Michael A. Boykin and Glenn Rice thank you for the encouragement, advice and direction.    
Mr. Olu Adelabi, President of the Black Student Union at Columbia College in Chicago, IL, thank you 
for your time and the crash course in software publishing.  Finally, to all of the District Directors of 
Public Relations and their respective District Representatives every submission was a remarkable     
testament to the Fraternity’s Cardinal Principles of MANHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, PERSEVERANCE 
and UPLIFT well done Ques!  
 
My name is Brother Timothy W. Tyler 3-91-Omicron Theta, Guest Editor to The Oracle, Tenth District 
Director of Public Relations and a member of the Mu Xi Graduate Chapter in Glen Ellyn, IL.  Here is 
your Spring 2010 edition of The Oracle.  Enjoy! 
 

       

FROM THE GUEST EDITOFROM THE GUEST EDITOFROM THE GUEST EDITOR TO R TO R TO 
THE ORACLE SPRING 2010THE ORACLE SPRING 2010THE ORACLE SPRING 2010   

(l to r) Past DR’s: 
Kurmmell Knox, Charlie 

Bruce, Larry Moon, Burnel 
Coulon, Ron Hughes, Larry 

“Hondo” Boyd, Glenn 
Mathews & 31st DR,    

Climent J. Edmond, Jr.  
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T hroughout its 98-year history, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, 
has been endowed with great service-oriented men from all occupa-

tions. While some of our causes have changed over the years, the mission 
of our Fraternity has remained unwearied. 
 
Thousands of like-minded Omega men continue to contribute to our history 
of compassionate service. Each of us plays a very vital role in the          
progression of our beloved fraternal organization. 
 
As Grand Counselor, this office have continually protected our constitution, 

bylaws, code of conduct and provided timely unbiased and independent assessment of all legal 
matters. 
 
Among the highlights of the legal department have been: developed a risk management hand-
book; renegotiated general liability insurance for 2010-2011 term which includes an accidental 
health coverage up to $25,000; crime policy which covers theft, forgery and check alteration by 
graduate chapters, educational foundations, and undergraduate chapters. New guidelines for   
special event checklists have been developed. 
 
Finally, as Grand Counselor, I have successfully managed and monitored all litigation and        
outstanding claims against the fraternity. 
 
Thank you for your support, as this office has increased our stake in royalty collections, broadens 
our control on copyrighting our brands, and reduced our lawsuit liabilities. 

 
Long Live Omega Psi Phi Fraternity! 

Brother Michael R.D. Adams, Esq. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND COUNSELORFROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND COUNSELORFROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND COUNSELOR   
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G reeting Brothers: 
 

Let me take this time to publicly thank the fraternity for the       
opportunity to serve as the leader of your International Headquar-
ters. Hopefully you have seen the improvement in efficiency and 
effectiveness of the operation of the International Headquarters. Over the last several 
years you have experienced the improvements to the website that has allowed the       
individual brother, chapter officers, and district officers to assume more responsibility for 
managing their records via My Page, Lockbox, and Track-It. 
   

The role of the International  Headquarters is to not only service the membership by processing dues, chapter and 
chapter assessment, and distributing membership cards and stickers, but to facilitate chapters and districts in          
performing the mandated programs of the fraternity and other programs that are unique to each chapter and district.  
 

The International Headquarters is committed to: 

• Improving its Membership Customer Service procedures. IHQ’s objective is to process all transactions related to 
chapter assessments within 15 business days during peak season and 10 business days for non-peak season. Peak 
season occurs from December 1st through March 1st of each year. 

• Providing tools (i.e. My Page, Lockbox, Track-It, and Official Email Addresses) that will allow chapter and district   
officers (District Representatives, District KRS, Chapter Basileus and Chapter KRS) to review and manage the      
records of members in their districts and chapters respectively. 

• Improving the timely and accurate processing of dues, Life Membership Applications, Liability Insurance Payments, 
College Education Fund, and request for membership items (i.e. membership cards, anniversary pins, initiation pins 
and history books, etc.). 

• Improving the timely submission of accurate initiation information and funds, and the timely issuance of new    
member material (i.e. membership cards, pin and history books, etc.). 

• Providing information on Service Award eligibility and other member related information. 

• Assisting in the planning, execution and managing of international events (i.e. Conclaves, Leadership Conferences, 
Undergraduate Summits, Supreme Council training, District Officer training, etc.). 

Increasing the efficiency and the effectiveness of the International Headquarters is my goal. Using IHQ’s resources to 
facilitate “Making a Difference in the Lives of Our People” is my objective! 
 

Again thank you for the privilege of serving this great fraternity! May we work together for our common goal of    
Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and UPLIFT to our communities.  
 

Fraternally, 
George A. Smith, Executive Director,  
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated 

A Message from Executive Director  
Brother George A. Smith  

Let me take this time to publicly thank the fraternity for the       
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O n Friday, November 17, 1911, at Howard University in Washington D.C., three undergraduates, 
Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper and Frank Coleman along with their mentor, Dr. Ernest E. Just, 

founded the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.  Eighty-six years later in 1997, undergraduates were on the 
cusp of destroying what undergraduates in 1911 had built. 
 
By the year 1997 Omega Psi Phi was facing challenges that were bringing this great and proud broth-
erhood close to its demise.  For years a new culture was being perpetuated by brothers, mostly      
undergraduate, who appeared to be unaware of the founding principles of the fraternity.  Therefore, 
in 1997 I imposed a moratorium on pledging by undergraduate chapters.  This was done primarily to 
provide leadership training, re-emphasize the fraternity’s “reason for being” and to better assess and 
correct problems that had surfaced in the intake program. 

In January 1998, the fraternity held the first Undergraduate Summit in Atlanta, Georgia.  All under-
graduate chapters were required to attend.  The 31st Grand Basileus, Burnell Coulon, provided invalu-
able assistance in developing and implementing the program for the summit. The program consisted 
of workshops and presentations by former Grand Basilei.  The participation of former Grand Basilei 
was key to providing undergraduate brothers an opportunity to interact with the “torchbearers” of 
Omega. 
 
The summit provides a unique opportunity for undergraduate brothers to learn and showcase leader-
ship skills and to attain the knowledge and ability to operate their chapters as prescribed by the     
fraternity.  We must not underestimate the value of the undergraduate summit for it is the singular 
event wherein the fraternity’s focus is on undergraduate brothers. 
 
At the end of the first summit, I made the following statement:  “My love for Omega and you, my 
brothers knows no bounds, and I am certain that the recent steps we have taken will help build 
strong bonds of friendship and brotherhood that will serve Omega well and last long into the new   
millennium.”  I believed that in 1998 and I believe that now! 

The Undergraduate Summit- Focus on our Future 
By Brother Dorsey C. Miller, Jr EdD., 35th Grand Basileus 
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PHOTOS FROM THE 2010  INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERGRADUATE SUMMIT 

“WHO DAT”  
New Orleans, LA 
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 The United States Navy Launches the USNS Charles R. Drew  
in Honor of a True American Pioneer 

(continued) 

B rother Drew was initiated into the Fraternity through Alpha Psi   
Chapter in 1923. In 1938, while on a fellowship at Columbia         

University’s medical school in New York, Drew worked on a blood    
chemistry and transfusion research team that sought methods to        
preserve blood over long periods. Red cells, one of the four elements of 
blood, begin to break down after 24 hours and cause stored blood to be 
unsafe for use after one week. Drew achieved success using the plasma 
element of blood which, since it does not contain red cells, could be 
safely stored for months and given to anyone regardless of their blood 
type. 
 
While he was serving on the faculty of Howard University, Drew along 
with Mercer Cook composed, “Omega Dear.” Cook, a professor of       
languages at Howard, wrote the music and first stanza; Drew wrote the 
last two stanzas. The song was adopted as the official hymn for the            
Fraternity in 1931. 

 
In 1938, Drew was awarded a two-year Rockefeller fellowship in surgery and he began postgradu-
ate work, earning his Doctor of Science in Surgery at Columbia University. His doctoral thesis, 
“Banked Blood” was based on an exhaustive study of blood preservation techniques. It was while he 
was engaged in research at Columbia’s Presbyterian Hospital. 
 
The military emergency of World War II had a demanding vital need for information and procedures 
on how to preserve blood.  As the European war scene became more violent and the need for blood 
plasma intensified, Drew, as the leading authority in the field, was selected as the full-time medical 
director of the Blood for Britain project. He supervised the successful collection of 14,500 pints of 
vital plasma for the British.  
 
In February 1941, Drew was appointed director of the first American Red Cross Blood Bank, in 
charge of blood for use by the U.S. Army and Navy. During this time, Drew agitated the authorities 
to stop excluding the blood of African-Americans from plasma-supply networks, and in 1942, he     
resigned his official posts after the armed forces ruled that the blood of African-Americans would be 
accepted but would have to be stored separately from that of whites. 
 
The NAACP awarded Brother Drew the Spingarn Medal 
in 1944 in recognition of his work on the British and 
American projects. Virginia State College presented him 
an honorary doctor of science degree in 1945, as did 
his alma mater Amherst in 1947. In 1981, the U.S. 
Postal Service paid tribute to Drew by issuing in his 
honor, a stamp in the “Greatest Americans” series. 
 
Today, hundreds of Omega chapters worldwide honors 
Drew by sponsoring annual blood and bone marrow 
registry drives in association with the American Red 
Cross.   
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 The United States Navy Launches the USNS Charles R. Drew  
in Honor of a True American Pioneer 

(continued) 
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blood, begin to break down after 24 hours and cause stored blood to be 
unsafe for use after one week. Drew achieved success using the plasma 
element of blood which, since it does not contain red cells, could be 
safely stored for months and given to anyone regardless of their blood 
type. 
 
While he was serving on the faculty of Howard University, Drew along 
with Mercer Cook composed, “Omega Dear.” Cook, a professor of       
languages at Howard, wrote the music and first stanza; Drew wrote the 
last two stanzas. The song was adopted as the official hymn for the            
Fraternity in 1931. 

 
In 1938, Drew was awarded a two-year Rockefeller fellowship in surgery and he began postgradu-
ate work, earning his Doctor of Science in Surgery at Columbia University. His doctoral thesis, 
“Banked Blood” was based on an exhaustive study of blood preservation techniques. It was while he 
was engaged in research at Columbia’s Presbyterian Hospital. 
 
The military emergency of World War II had a demanding vital need for information and procedures 
on how to preserve blood.  As the European war scene became more violent and the need for blood 
plasma intensified, Drew, as the leading authority in the field, was selected as the full-time medical 
director of the Blood for Britain project. He supervised the successful collection of 14,500 pints of 
vital plasma for the British.  
 
In February 1941, Drew was appointed director of the first American Red Cross Blood Bank, in 
charge of blood for use by the U.S. Army and Navy. During this time, Drew agitated the authorities 
to stop excluding the blood of African-Americans from plasma-supply networks, and in 1942, he     
resigned his official posts after the armed forces ruled that the blood of African-Americans would be 
accepted but would have to be stored separately from that of whites. 
 
The NAACP awarded Brother Drew the Spingarn Medal 
in 1944 in recognition of his work on the British and 
American projects. Virginia State College presented him 
an honorary doctor of science degree in 1945, as did 
his alma mater Amherst in 1947. In 1981, the U.S. 
Postal Service paid tribute to Drew by issuing in his 
honor, a stamp in the “Greatest Americans” series. 
 
Today, hundreds of Omega chapters worldwide honors 
Drew by sponsoring annual blood and bone marrow 
registry drives in association with the American Red 
Cross.   
 

T he USNS Charles R. Drew was launched on a rain-soaked 
February morning in a San Diego shipping bay with a     

ceremonial smashing of a champagne bottle against the ship’s 
hull. 
 
A crowd of nearly 1,300 witnessed as the a 689-foot Navy ship 
named in honor of Charles R. Drew, a surgeon, hematologist, 
African American medical pioneer and son of Omega sped its 
way into the Pacific Ocean. 
 
It also is the first naval ship named in honor of a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.  
“It was an extraordinary honor,” said his daughter, Charlene Drew Jarvis later told the Washington 
Post. “The whole weekend has been emotional because I was a 9-year-old girl when my father 
died.”Other members of the Drew family, including his nephew, former NASA deputy administrator, 
Bro. Fredrick Drew Gregory, also attended the event. 
 

Several members of the Supreme    
Council, including First Vice Grand    
Basileus Carl A. Blunt attended the          
ceremony. “This is indeed a joyous and 
historic occasion that should make all 
Omega men proud,” Blunt said. Also in 
attendance were numerous members 
from various chapters in the 12th       
District, including 12th District Represen-
tative Sedrick Spencer. 
 
The formal launch included the entire 
Drew family and a speech from Surgeon 
General Regina Benjamin. The supply 
ship will deliver food, ammunition and 
fuel to combat ships at sea. Attendees 

saw Bebe Drew Price, the oldest of the three Drew sisters, swung the traditional bottle of cham-
pagne. The vessel was named after Drew for his groundbreaking work in storing and transferring 
blood, which saved untold lives in World War II.  
 
The Washington native died in 1950 from severe injuries in a car accident, not -- despite persistent 
urban myths -- from being denied hospital care because he was black. He was only 45, but already 
a nationally recognized figure. 
 
In 2008, Secretary of the Navy Donald Winter selected Drew to join ships named after other explor-
ers and pioneers: Lewis and Clark, Sacagawea, Alan Shepard, Robert Peary, Amelia Earhart, Carl 
Brashear and Wally Schirra. The USNS Charles Drew is the tenth ship of the Lewis and Clark         
(T-AKE) class of dry cargo-ammunition ships for the Navy, and the first U.S. Navy ship to be named 
after Drew. When the Charles Drew joins the fleet, its primary mission will be to deliver nearly 
10,000 tons of food, ammunition, fuel and other provisions to combat ships on the move at sea. 
 
 

The United States Navy Launches the USNS Charles R. Drew  
in Honor of a True American Pioneer 
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Rick Wade Joseph Leonard Teddy B. Taylor Charles  F.  Bolden Roger  L..  Gregory 

Omegas in  
National Public Service  
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NASA  Administrator, Brother Charles Bolden Jr., has said that 
Mars remains the ultimate goal of human space        

exploration. 
 
Bolden, a no-nonsense retired Marine Corps general and a veteran of 
four space shuttle flights, was appointed the first African-American to 
run the nation’s space agency earlier this year. 
 
One of Brother Bolden’s ambition as the NASA administrator is to 
inspire the rising generation of children to consider careers in the fields 
of science and engineering. He also will seek to enhance NASA’s ability 
and expertise in understanding Earth’s environment. 
 
High on his “to-do list” calls for exploring the solar system is develop-

ment of advanced technologies. Bolden has proposed that the space agency develop “new        
capabilities” needed to “align NASA for the future.”              
 
Brother Bolden grew up in segregated South Carolina and later earned a commission to the U.S. 
Naval Academy. As a Marine aviator, he flew more than 100 sorties over North and South Vietnam, 
Laos and    Cambodia. Years later, he served in the Persian Gulf before retiring from the Marine 
Corps in 2004. 
 
He commanded two shuttle missions, the last in 1994, and has more than 680 hours in space. He 
has served in a variety of other positions at the space agency, including as an assistant deputy  
administrator.  
 
However, he is not the only Omega who has ventured into space and 
excelled at NASA. 
 
Brother Frederick Drew Gregory, a retired United States Air Force 
colonel, is a former NASA Deputy Administrator. Brother Ronald Ervin 
McNair, who earned a Ph.D. in physics from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology in 1976, became a member of NASA’s elite Space 
Shuttle program. In February 1984, he first orbited the earth aboard 
the Challenger.  
 
In 1986, Dr. McNair perished along with six fellow crewmembers 
aboard the ill-fated shuttle, Challenger. 

Brother Major General Charles F. Bolden, Jr.  
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA)  
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Brother Roger L. Gregory 
United States Circuit Judge  

United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 
Lewis F. Powell, Jr. United States Courthouse 

Richmond, Virginia  

A s the first African-American to be appointed to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, Judge Roger L. 

Gregory has been judicial pioneer and trailblazer. 
 
The circuit court covers five Mid-Atlantic States and has a 
greater percentage of black citizens than the other 10 regional 
circuit courts, yet prior to Judge Gregory’s appointment, it is 
the only court never to have had a black member. Judge   
Gregory was a recess appointment to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit by President Bill Clinton in 
June 2000. The U.S. Senate confirmed him in 2001 when    
President George W. Bush reappointed him. 
 
Judge Gregory has extensive civic involvement includes service 
on the boards in Virginia. Those include the NAACP, the    
Richmond Arts Council, Richmond Renaissance, Virginia State 
University Board of Visitors and the Black Museum and Cultural 
Center of Virginia, to name a few. 
 

Judge Gregory is a 1975 graduate of Virginia State University who earned a law degree from the 
University of Michigan Law School. He then returned to teach part time at Virginia State, where his 
mother had worked as a maid. He had worked at law firms in Michigan and Virginia before         
establishing the law firm Wilder and Gregory in Richmond with Douglas Wilder, who later became 
Governor. Until his appointment to the U.S. Circuit Court in 2001, Judge Gregory was managing 
partner and head of the firm’s litigation section. At the time, he was appointed White House        
officials said Judge Gregory was the first in his family to go to high school and “a testament to the 
power and promise of the American dream.” 
 
The Fourth Circuit is also widely viewed as the most aggressively conservative of the appeals 
courts, often providing novel and cutting-edge rulings. It is one level below the U.S. Supreme 
Court, is by far the most restrictive appeals court in the nation in granting new hearings in death 
penalty cases, according to several statistical studies. 
 



The Oracle Spring 2010 - 17

B rother Joe Leonard, Jr. was born in Austin, Texas in 1966.           
He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in history from Huston-

Tillotson College in Austin. Following graduation Brother Leonard moved 
to Louisiana and taught in Louisiana public schools for seven years, 
while teaching Brother Leonard  received his Master of Arts degree from 
Southern University in Baton Rouge.  
 

In 1996, Brother Leonard 
moved to Washington, DC 
where he began working on 
his Ph.D. in civil rights history at Howard University.  In 
Washington, Brother Leonard worked for three years 
for the Center for Policy Alternatives, a progressive 
public policy “think tank” where he served as a coordi-
nator in the Southeast  Policy Leaders Forum and as 
Director of the Arthur Fleming Fellows Institute. The 
Fleming Institute is one of the most prestigious       

leadership forums for state legislators in the country. In addition, he has taught as an adjunct 
professor at Bowie State University and Howard University. In December 2004 Brother Leonard 
completed the requirements for the Ph.D. in history at Howard University.  
 
Before joining USDA, Brother Leonard served as Senior Advisor to Representative     
Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick (D-MI), and Executive Director of the Congressional Black      
Caucus (CBC). While at the CBC, Brother Leonard managed the daily activities of the     
Caucus and helped guide the legislative policy for its 43 congressional members.    
 
Prior to his role at the CBC, Brother Leonard served as the Executive Director of the 
Black Leadership Forum, an umbrella organization of 32 member groups that together 
work to develop and implement progressive public policies for social change.   He has 
also served as the Washington, DC Bureau Chief of the Rainbow/ PUSH Coalition.  
  
On April 6, 2009, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack swore in Brother Joe Leonard, Jr., 
as Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. Brother Leonard was nominated by President 
Barack Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate on April 2, 2009.  
 
 

Brother Joseph Leonard, Jr. PhD,  
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

United States Department of Agriculture  
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You now can call Brother Teddy B. Taylor, “his  Excellency.” 
Brother Taylor, the immediate past Basileus Gamma Pi chapter, 
was named by President Obama as Ambassador to Papua New 
Guinea, the Solomon Islands and the Republic of Vanuatu, an area 
also known as Melanesia.  The title, “his Excellency,” in diplomatic 
parlance, will serve a three-year assignment. 
 
Brother Taylor, is a career State Department Foreign Service       
official, was sworn in as ambassador on Sept. 21, during an    
elaborate ceremony at the State Department in Washington.  The 
White House announced the appointment in June 2009 along with 
a handful of other key ambassadorial selections. 
 

A graduate of Florida A&M University, Brother Taylor is a Washington, D.C. native.  He has 
served in several overseas posts including in Cuba, Hungary, Honduras, Panama and Guate-
mala.  From 2006 until his appointment, Brother Taylor served as a deputy assistant Secretary 
of State in the Bureau Human Resources division where he oversaw the daily bureau           
operations, Foreign Service assignments and employee assistance programs for the              
department. 
 
In his new role as Ambassador, which is the highest level a Foreign Service officer can attain, 
Brother Taylor will be the senior U.S. diplomat resident “in country,” serving as a personal   
representative of the U.S. president. 
 
Brother Taylor is responsible for   protecting the welfare and interests of American citizens and 
businesses in those countries as well as interpreting local political and economic events and   
decision for policy makers back in Washington. Ambassadors broadly promote free trade, open 
markets, freely elected governments and American culture. 

Brother Teddy B. Taylor,  
United States Ambassador to the  

South Pacific   
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B rother Rick Wade, a native of Lancaster, South Carolina is 
now the Senior Advisor and Deputy Chief of Staff for the 

Secretary of the United States Department of Commerce. His 
experience has crossed business, government, political and 
community lines. During the 2008 presidential election, he 
served as National Senior Advisor to Senator Barack Obama. In 
that role, he provided overall campaign oversight and           
developed political strategy with particular emphasis on the 
early primary states of Iowa and South Carolina.  

Brother Wade received a B.S. degree from the University of 
South Carolina and Master of Public Administration from     
Harvard University, where he was also a Kennedy Fellow, and 

has studied theology in Atlanta and in Washington. As National Director of African 
American Vote, he successfully directed efforts to mobilize unprecedented numbers of       
African Americans across the country.  

In his role as senior advisor and deputy chief of staff for Commerce Secretary Locke, 
Brother Wade is responsible for creating an infrastructure that will promote job      
creation and improve living standards for all Americans. The Department of Commerce 
gathers economic and demographic data and has responsibility for the 2010 Census.  

The U.S. Constitution mandates that every person living in the United States must be  
counted – both citizens and non citizens. The increasing number of first-generation  
minorities, specifically those of African and Hispanic descent, has caused the Census 
Bureau to seek new strategies to reach these often hard-to-count populations. Brother 
Wade will address those challenges and present proven strategies and techniques to 
African-American publishers for targeting hard-to-reach audiences.  

A community leader, Brother Wade has lived out the true meaning of servant-
leadership. Among his many community affiliations, he has served as a trustee for the 
Sisters of Charity Foundation as well as chairman of the boards of the Columbia Urban 
League, S.C. Center for Fathers and Families and the USC Educational Opportunity 
Center. At Francis Burns United Methodist Church, he served as director of youth     
ministries, member of the Council on Ministries and Lay Minister. 

Brother Rick Wade  
Deputy Chief of Staff for the Secretary of the 

 United States Department of Commerce  
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Kevin F. Purcell Shaka H. Mitchell 

Christopher Infantry 

Brandon  
Zimmerman 

Omega Salutes Our                   
International Scholars   

Y'hoshua Murray 
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Shaka Hakeem Mitchell is native of O’Fallon, Illinois.  He has been      
influenced by Omega Men his entire life .  Shaka’s father and brother 
Cedric Mitchell has always been active in fraternity. Brother Mitchell’s 
father was the head of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated Nu Chi 
Chapter’s mentoring program called Project Manhood.  This program 
helped Brother Mitchell become a man and taught him how to conduct 
himself in professional manner. The brothers took time out of their day 
to uplift people in the community. Because the brothers of Nu Chi were 
such great role models, Shaka knew he would strive to become an 
Omega Man and help others. 
 
Brother Mitchell currently attends Southern Illinois University Carbon-
dale in Carbondale, IL.  He is a junior majoring in Finance with a minor 

in Management with a 3.1 G.P.A. Shaka is active in several organizations while an interning at the; 
Illinois Department of Employment Security, a Student Ambassador for the Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute, and a member of Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, SIU-C Taekwondo Club, and Genera-
tion Change. Through these organizations Brother Mitchell has built friendships, provided community 
uplift, and strengthened his ability to deal with people from diverse backgrounds. 
 
Shaka is a past Basileus and current Keeper of Records and Seals for 
Omicron Theta Chapter. Through these positions he has learned that 
the business of Omega. These business experiences is preparing him 
for the work environment.  Aside from handling the business aspects 
of Omega Psi Phi and friendships formed, Brother Mitchell is really 
drawn to hopping.  As a kid, he loved to watch the Ques hop.  
 
Shaka has been recognized for several achievements. He has been 
fortunate to achieve awards within the fraternity such as; 10th District 
Scholar of the Year, Founders Memorial Scholar of the Year, induction 
into the GE Omega4Life Program, and Omicron Theta Chapter’s 
Omega Man of the year. Brother Mitchell is thankful for all the awards. 

 
Shaka’s major interest outside of college and the fraternity, is Martial Arts. He 
currently practice at the HanJudo & Taekwondo dojo. His specialty is        
Taekwondo and is currently training for Collegiate Taekwondo Nationals on 
April 17, in Denver Colorado. Martial Arts deepens his sense of discipline, 
helps him stay in fighting trim. Brother Mitchell  has aspirations to one day 
even open my own   Martial Arts schools. 

Brother Shaka H. MitchellBrother Shaka H. MitchellBrother Shaka H. Mitchell   
Tenth District Scholar & GE Omega 4 Life ProgramTenth District Scholar & GE Omega 4 Life ProgramTenth District Scholar & GE Omega 4 Life Program   
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International Scholar of the Year  
 
 Name of Brother Y'hoshua Murray 
 Chapter/Date Initiated-  Zeta Pi Chapter / May 10th 2008 
 University/College Attending Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
 Classification Senior 
 Major/Field of Study- History - Education 
 GPA-3.89 
 Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA 
 Name of Parents – Sharon Murray & Ronnie Murray 
 Fraternal Offices Held- 2nd Vice Basileus Zeta Pi Chapter Fall 2008 

- Present 
 
Brother Y’hoshua Murray was initiated into Zeta Pi Chapter in Spring 
2008.  He just completed his junior year at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania where he is seek-
ing a BA in History and  Education.  He currently has a cumulative GPA of 3.89, all while also ex-
celling as a student athlete in varsity football and a Resident Assistant. 

Second District’s Scholars of the YearSecond District’s Scholars of the YearSecond District’s Scholars of the Year   

International Ronald E. McNair                                                       
Scientific Achievement Award 

 
•    Name of Brother- Kevin Francis Purcell 
•    Chapter/Date Initiated-  Zeta Psi in the Spring 2007 
•    University/College Attending (given below) -SUNY New Paltz 
•    Classification (So., Jr., Sr.) -Rising Senior 
•    Major/Field of Study- Cell Molecular Biology/ Black Studies 
•    GPA- 3.5 
•    Hometown: City, State – Brooklyn, New York 
•    Name of Parents – Roland Purcell and Christine Daniel 
•    Fraternal Offices Held- Chaplain and Keeper of Peace  

 
Brother Kevin Purcell was initiated into Zeta Psi Chapter in Spring 2007.  He just completed his 
Junior year at SUNY College at New Paltz where he is seeking a BS in Cell Molecular Biology and 
Black Studies, He currently has a cumulative GPA of  3.5.  Bro. Purcell was also selected as a    
participant in the Omega4Life Leadership Program with General Electric for 2009-10 

 



The Oracle Spring 2010 - 23

 

Ottawa, ON - Canada Brother Christopher Infantry of Alpha 
Delta Xi Chapter is the first recipient to be selected 13th District 
Scholar of the Year. Brother Infantry was born in Toronto, Ontario 
(Canada) to his mother, Victoria U.R. Infantry (of Polish back-
ground) and his father, Castelo A. Infantry (of Jamaican decent).  
He was raised in Rexdale, a community in Toronto faced with    
adversity through gang-related violence and crime, where he at-
tended both junior and middle school. Through guidance,     
maintaining focus, and perseverance he was accepted into the 
prestigious International Baccalaureate Diploma Program           
at Weston Collegiate Institute for his secondary school studies.   

After finishing with a 91% average as well as achieving the highest recognition at Weston for 
community service, citizenship, and extra-curricular participation, Brother Infantry enrolled at 
Carleton University’s highly-competitive Bachelor of Public Affairs and Policy Management 
(B.PAPM) Honours Degree program (with a specialization in International Development and   
minor in Economics).  At Carleton, he has managed to make the Dean’s List each year (with a 
3.8 GPA), he is active with over 10 clubs and societies, and represent over 2800 students as 
the President of the Rideau River Residence Association (the residence students’ association of 
the University).  

Brother Infantry was initiated into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated on March 14th, 2009 
and is currently the Basileus of Alpha Delta Xi, which is the first international  undergraduate 
chapter in the Fraternity.  Presently, Brother Infantry is a junior and is striving towards         
acceptance at London School of Economics in England to do a Master’s in Community          
Development. 

Brother Christopher InfantryBrother Christopher InfantryBrother Christopher Infantry---   the 13th District’s the 13th District’s the 13th District’s 
First Undergraduate Scholar of the YearFirst Undergraduate Scholar of the YearFirst Undergraduate Scholar of the Year   
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Grand Basileus Award 
 

 Name of Brother: Brandon Zimmerman 
 Chapter/Date Initiated-  Theta Omicron, Fall 2008 
 University/College Attending University of Rochester 
 Classification: Graduate as of May 2009 
 Major/Field of Study-  Engineering/ Optics 
 GPA-3.37 
 Hometown: Tyrone, GA 
 Name of Parents – Bro. Harry G. Zimmerman and Janice R. Zimmerman 
 
Brother Brandon Zimmerman was initiated into Theta Omicron Chapter in Spring of 2008.  Brother 
Zimmerman just graduated from the University of Rochester with a BS in Engineering and Optics, 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.37.  He will continue his graduate studies having obtained the       
university’s prestigious Provost’s Fellow, pursuing a Ph.D. in Optics at the University of Rochester. 

Second District’s Scholars of the YearSecond District’s Scholars of the YearSecond District’s Scholars of the Year   
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Recognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & Locally   

 
 
 
 
Ft. Bragg, NC—As a newly promoted U.S. Army 
Colonel, Brother Fredrick G. DuBois will lead the   
Department of  Social Work at the Womack Army 
Medical Center, located at Ft. Bragg, NC. 
 
Brother DuBois, who was promoted on Jan. 13, 
2009, is a native of South Carolina, raised in the city 
of Florence.  Brother DuBois was initiated into 
Omega Psi Phi at Claflin University through Lambda 
Sigma Chapter in the fall 1975 and has 33 years of 
continuous active service to Omega.  
 
Brother DuBois earned bachelor’s degree history and 
sociology.  He later obtained a master’s degree in 
social work degree from Howard University.        
Currently Brother DuBois is a member of Tau 
Gamma Gamma Chapter at Ft. Bragg. 
 
Brother DuBois has served as chapter Basileus, Vice 
Basileus and Chaplain.  He has chaired numerous 
committees at the undergraduate, intermediate, and 
graduate levels.  Brother DuBois has also served as 
MSP Chairman for the 13th International District.  
 
The recipient of numerous awards and decorations, 
Brother DuBois has received the Bronze Star, Merito-
rious Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal 
(with two Oak Leaf Clusters), and Southwest Asia 
Service Medal. 
 
Brother DuBois is 
a licensed clinical 
social worker and 
is the father of 
three children. 

Brother Frederick G. DuBois, 
US Army Colonel   

l to r: Brother Dubois and Sands 
Brother Danny Lockemy  

As Executive Director 
and CEO of the Black 
Leadership Forum, Inc., 
Brother Gary L. Flowers 
works to provide a vital 
link the community and 
Civil Rights organiza-
tions. The Black Leader-
ship Forum, Inc., 
founded in 1977 and is 
based in Washington, 
DC. It works on federal 
legislation affecting Afri-
can Americans.   

 
Brother Flowers has served on the front lines of 
American civil rights formation and public policy 
analysis since 1989, having been trained at the 
historic law firm of Hill, Tucker & Marsh in     
Richmond, VA.   
 
Prior to that, Brother Flowers served as vice 
president and national field director for Rainbow 
PUSH Coalition. Flowers served as a teaching   
fellow at the Harvard’s Kennedy School of      
Government.  He worked as a special assistant to      
Virginia Governor Lawrence Douglas Wilder and 
was executive director of the Old Dominion Bar 
Association.   
 
Brother Flowers, a native of Richmond, Va., says 
he is passionate about social justice and works to 
improve the human condition through under-
standing and information. 
 

Brother Gary L. Flowers, 
Executive Director and CEO 

Black Leadership Forum, Inc. 
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Recognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & Locally   

Huntsville, Alabama - September 17, 2009, Brother      
Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr., joined the Alabama A&M University 
(AAMU) family on Thursday, July 16, 2009, as the school’s 
new President.  
 
He is an Alumnus of South Carolina State University 
(SCSU), where he earned a B.S. of Mathematics and a 
Masters of Education in Mathematics, Dr. Hugine also     
received a Doctorate of Philosophy in Higher Education In-
stitutional Research from Michigan State University.  Dr. 
Hugine presided over SCSU when they  became the first 
HBCU to host a Democratic Party Presidential Candidate 
Debate in 2008 
 
As the eleventh president of Alabama A&M University, Dr. 

Hugine holds the distinction of being the first Omega Man to serve as the President of Alabama A&M.  
On September 17, 2009, the Brothers of Xi Omicron Chapter, in Huntsville, Alabama, officially wel-
comed Dr. Hugine and his lovely wife, during a reception held at the Omega Center.  The Basileus of Xi 
Omicron, Brother Rentz II, presented the Alabama A&M University President with gifts and hospitality 
that were humbly and graciously received.  The welcome and sincere outpouring of well wishes from 
the Normal Hill, the Rocket City, and Stakeholder Communities made this event an overwhelming suc-
cess. 
 
Dr. Hugine has pledged his commitment to Alabama A&M University and the Xi Omicron Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated.       

Brother Andrew Hugine, 
President, Alabama A&M  University  
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Recognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & Locally   

Brother Dr. Paul D. Adams, a University of Arkansas       
biochemist, studies a family of cell regulation proteins 
involved in cell growth regulation and cancer.  Since 
2007, his research has garnered more than $1.3 million 
in funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and the National Science Foundation (NSF).  
 
This past September, Brother Adams, assistant profes-
sor of chemistry, biochemistry, cellular and   molecular 
biology since 2007, received a two year $108,000 grant 
from the NIH to perform studies on mutant proteins in-
volved in cell growth regulation that may play a role in 
cancer. “One of the hallmarks of cancer cells is that they 
do not turn off; they keep growing,” Adams says. “Our 

goal is to find ways to eradicate this behavior.”  
 

Adams studies a member of the Ras (Ras sarcoma) family of proteins that is involved in cell growth 
regulation. His laboratory has characterized molecular details of engineered mutants of the protein 
with interesting results. “If you engineer chemical differences in what you think are important regions 
of a protein, you can determine how vital these regions really are to the function of the protein,”    
Adams said. “Ultimately we want to use this information to determine the important aspects of      
proteins that might be subsequently targeted for future drug design approaches.”  
 
Since arriving at the University of Arkansas, Brother Adams has received the Robert C. and Sandra 
Connor Endowed Faculty Fellowship (2007-2008). He has held national appointments on review pan-
els in molecular biochemistry and cellular signaling at the NSF. He has served as a review councilor 
for the Ohio Cancer Research Associates, and, in December of 2009, was recommended to be an    
expert reviewer for the Louisiana Board of Regents’ Research Competitiveness Grants Subprogram.    
His research team includes two postdoctoral scientists, two graduate students, and six undergraduate 
students.  
 
Born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Brother Adams obtained a B.S. degree (Biochemistry) from Louisiana 
State University (LSU), and a Ph.D. (Biochemistry) from Case Western Reserve University in       
Cleveland, OH. Prior to the University of Arkansas, Brother Adams was a postdoctoral scholar in the 
department of molecular medicine at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY from 2000 to 2006.  
 
He was initiated into Theta Kappa Chapter, LSU in the Spring of 1989. While a LSU graduate student, 
Brother Adams was a charter member of Lambda Kappa Kappa Graduate Chapter in Baton Rouge, LA 
in 1995. After celebrating twenty years of service in Omega, Brother Adams still considers Omega’s 
work important and ongoing. He serves as Vice Basileus of Upsilon Chi Graduate Chapter in Northwest 
Arkansas and as undergraduate advisor to Gamma Eta Chapter at the University of Arkansas. He is 
married to his lovely wife, Stephanie, and has two children: Sydni and Paul Dante’.  Brother Adams 
and his wife are expecting a third child due in January of 2010. 

Brother Dr. Paul D. Adams, 
  Biophysicist  
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Recognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & Locally   

 
 

 
Minneapolis, MN - Brother Charlie Blackwell, Ph.D. is a native of 
Atlanta, GA.  As a student in the DeKalb County Schools System, he 
had a natural acclimation for math and science and had a desire to 
pursue a career in scientific research.  As a perspective student at 
Florida A&M University, he learned of an academic scholarship oppor-
tunity requiring him to major in Physics.  As an undergraduate stu-
dent, Brother Blackwell maintained student research positions in mul-
tiple physics labs while continuing to display academic excellence. 
After four years of research, internships, and coursework, he     
graduated from Florida A&M University in 2003 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Physics and matriculated to the University of Minnesota.  
There as a Ph.D. candidate, he majored in experimental condensed 
matter physics with a minor in nanoparticle science and engineering.   
 
As a graduate student at the University of Minnesota, Brother      

Blackwell also had the opportunity to join the Epsilon Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incor-
porated in 2005 and served as the Keeper of Finance and later the Keeper of Records and Seal, in ad-
dition to participating and organizing events on the campus with the newly reactivated Xi Chapter.   
 
Brother Blackwell performed research on hydrogenated amorphous silicon, which is a  material used 
in solar cells and as the intrinsic layer of TFTs.  He produced and performed optical and electronic 
characterization of novel mixed phase thin films that were reported to have improved electrical     
properties.  Recently, Brother Blackwell finished his doctoral degree program at the University of    
Minnesota.  His final oral examination was in December 2009 where he presented his research with 
the title “Effects of Nanocrystalline Silicon Inclusions in Doped and Undoped Thin Films of Hydrogen-
ated Amorphous Silicon”.  Brother Blackwell is currently teaching physics courses at a local private   
college and performing part-time research for a Fortune 500 company. 

Brother Charlie Blackwell, Ph.D.  
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Recognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & LocallyRecognizing Brothers  Emerging as Leaders Nationally & Locally   

Brother Ramsey Smith, Ph.D. of 
Kappa Psi chapter was featured in 

the June 2009 issue of Black Enterprise magazine in the article - Moving the 
Numbers - What must be done to prepare African Americans for opportunities in 
STEM fields.” Bro. Smith is a space scientist with the NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. 

Brother Ramsey Smith, Ph.D.    

Brother Ronald Taylor graduated 
in May 2009 from the George 
Washington University with a   
doctorate in educational admini-
stration and policy study.  Brother Taylor’s dissertation focused on the effects of the 
condition of school facilities on student achievement.  On Aug. 3, 2009, Brother   
Taylor was appointed Regional Assistant Superintendent of Newark Public Schools 
in Newark, New Jersey.  Brother Taylor now oversees 20 schools in the West Ward of 
Newark.  Brother Taylor graduated in 1995 from Morehouse College with a  degree in early childhood  develop-
ment. He later earned a master’s degree in school administration from Trinity University. 

Brother Marvin Dickerson of 
Kappa Ps i  Chapter  was              
inducted into the Greater DC    
Cares’ 2009 Class of Change on 

November 12, 2009 at the Kellogg Conference Center on the campus of  Gallaudet 
University. Class of Change is an event that honors 20 emerging and lifelong lead-
ers in philanthropy, volunteerism, and service.  Greater DC Cares is the leading and 
largest coordinator of volunteerism in the region.  Brother Dickerson is the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of Dickerson Technologies, LLC, marketing and 

technical consulting firm based in Germantown, MD.  Dickerson Technologies specializes in the marketing, 
design, and implementation of Network Security  solutions for both government and  commercial clients. 

Brother Marvin Dickerson, 
President & CEO of 

Dickerson Technologies, LLC.   

Brother Ronald Taylor, 
Regional Asst. Superintendent  

Newark Public Schools 
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2009 Lambda Beta Beta Achievement Week 
By Brother Torrance Beck 

Honolulu, Hawaii Lambda Beta Beta 
Chapter- On November 16 – 22, 2009 held 
its Achievement Week Observance.  Aligned 
with this year’s theme “Unity through Friend-
ship, Fraternity, and Brotherhood’,” the chap-
ter conducted numerous events during its   
observance of Achievement Week. This year’s 
activities began with a visit to the Center for 
the Aging at Tripler Army Medical Center.  
The brothers spent time with veterans, who 
fought in the Vietnam War.   
  
On Wednesday, November 18th, the chapter 
hosted its first-ever Black Male Think Tank at 
Trinity Missionary Baptist Church.  The topic 
was “How has the Election of President 
Obama Influenced the Perception of Black Leader-
ship?”  Roughly, twenty five Black men from the 
Honolulu community were in attendance.   
  
The Achievement Week Banquet was Friday,        
November 20th at the Japanese Culture Center.  The 
keynote address was delivered by Brother Brigadier 
General Charles W. Hooper, a Lambda Beta Beta 
charter member.  Brother Hooper was initiated Fall 
1980 at Xi Xi Chapter (Fort Knox, KY) and currently 
stationed at Camp Smith (Honolulu, HI) where he is 
the Deputy Director, J-5, Strategic Planning and    
Policy.  He provided the audience with jovial accounts 
of hardships endured during his career, emphasizing 
how friendship from brothers and lessons learned 
from the fraternity served as catalysts for his        
success.  He challenged brothers and patrons to   
continually strive for achievement despite obstacles 
we encounter.   
 
The highlight of the evening was the recognition of 
the High School Essay Contest winners and the    
presentation of awards.  The Essay winners were 
Khambrel Robinson, Earl Denmon, Alyssa Cortez, and 
Shirell Bell. Achievement Week award winners were: 
Omega Man of the Year Award, Brother Paul Curry; 

Founder’s Award,  Brother Donnell Bowen; Colonel 
Charles Young Military Leadership Award, Brother 
Jerome White; Superior Service Award, Brother 
Torrance Beck; Citizen of the Year Award, Brother 
Edward Brown. 
  
On Saturday, the chapter hosted a Fish Fry at the 
Pacific Fleet Boathouse near Pearl Harbor to show 
appreciation to families and patrons who continu-
ally support the chapter.  In conjunction with the 
Fish Fry, the chapter held a food and clothing 
drive, benefiting the Mayor Wright Housing Project 
and Waikiki Health Center.  The Waikiki Health 
Center sponsors a Youth Outreach (YO!) program 
for homeless teens in the Honolulu community. 
The Mayor Wright Housing Project is a public     
assistance housing program located in an          
underserved, underprivileged community in     
Honolulu.   
  
Achievement Week ended with brothers attending 
church service at Trinity Missionary Baptist Church.  
Brother Marvin Anderson, spoke on behalf of the 
chapter and presented the congregation with a  
donation from the chapter.  
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Iota Chapter Citizen of the Year Award 
 

Chicago, IL- Iota Chapter’s Citizen of the Year is noted for his hard work     
towards justice and     equality within the African-American communities of Chi-
cago.  During times of negative political  discussion towards Omega Man Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright, Father Pfleger stood his ground and showed support.  Rev. 
Dr. Michael L. Pfleger has lived and ministered in Chicago’s African American 
community since 1968.  His seminary internship was completed as Chaplain at 
Cook County Jail, and Chicago’s west-side Precious Blood Catholic Church.     
Father Pleger was ordained in 1975, and at the age of 31 he became the 
youngest full pastor in the diocese after being appointed Pastor of Chicago’s 
south-side St. Sabina Church. 
 
In 1981, Father Pleger adopted his 8 year old son, Lamar.  In 1992 he adopted 
Beronti.  And in 1997 he adopted Jarvis Franklin, who was tragically killed the 
next year as a result of gang crossfire. 

 
Over the years, Father Pfleger has worked 
towards equality and fought against      
injustice. He’s has made a stance against 
alcohol and tobacco billboards, drugs, and 
racism.  Father Pfleger  has worked       
towards unity among people. Father Pleger 
has been featured in several newspapers, 
journals and magazines such as: People, 
Time, Ebony, Newsweek and Jet.  He has 
been profiled on the following television 
shows: "Day One" (ABC) - "60 Min-
utes" (CBS) - Great Britain (BBC) - The 
“Larry King Show” and “Nightline”. Father 
Pfleger was cited by Crain’s Chicago Busi-
ness as one of the best and entertaining 
preachers in Chicagoland. 
 
Father Pfleger is the founder of the Employment Resource Center, the Ark Youth Center, St. Sabina    
Social Service Center, Thea Bowman Spiritual Advance Center, Samaritan House for the homeless, St. 
Sabina 80-unit Elders Village and the Beloved Community, Inc. This holy calling has led him to be a   
parent, a preacher, a teacher, a lecturer and an activist. However, he believes his most important role is 
an errand boy for Jesus! 
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Moss Point, MS - The men of Sigma Alpha Alpha 
Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. held its 
Achievement Week Dinner Theater on November 21, 
2009 at the Pelican Landing Conference Center.  The 
Achievement Week Dinner Theater centered its    
program around its honoree, Mrs. Franzetta Gladney 
Sanders, who was the lone petitioner in the lawsuit, 
Gladney VS the Moss Point Schools in the 1960’s. She 
was cited for her community involvement,            
courageous efforts, and contributions to education in 
Moss Point.  
 

   
Sigma Alpha Alpha Chapter recognized its Citizen of 
the Year and its Omega Man of the Year during 
Achievement Week. In 2009, they recognized dual 
Citizens of the Year – Ms. Aniece Liddell, Mayor of 
Moss Point, and Jimmy O’Banner of the MS Highway 
Patrol.  Ms. Liddell became the first female mayor of 
the City of Moss Point when she was elected in the 
June elections.  Mr. O’Banner was recognized for his 
elevation to Captain of the MS State Troopers’ Troop 
“K,” the first African-American to be promoted to this 
position with the MS State Highway Patrol. 
 
Four of the chapter members were selected as 
Omega Men of the Year for their successful efforts to 
reactivate the chapter. They were Dr. Dunk Ellis, 
Freeman Richmond, Raynard Roberson, and Ter-
rence Packer.  
 
 

Huntsville, AL – On November 17, 2009 the    
Brothers of Xi Omicron (Huntsville, Alabama Gradu-

ate Chapter) and Nu    
Epsilon (Alabama A&M 
University Undergraduate 
Chapter) of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Incorpo-
rated, celebrated their 
98th Anniversary at the 
Omega Center in Hunts-
ville, Alabama. Over sixty 
Omega Men were in   
attendance.  The event 
was facilitated by the im-

mediate past Basileus of Xi Omicron, E.C. Rentz, II, 
and the current Basileus of Xi Omicron, Joe Winston. 
The Basileus of Nu Epsilon Chapter, Christopher    
Aninye, gave the welcome address.  As the men of 
Omega convened to celebrate, they were also 
treated with the pleasure of hearing a panel of 
Omega Men speak of their life and love for the     
Fraternity.  Thomas Hereford, Delano Hyter, Claud 
Martin, and Gerald Vines all gave outstanding        
testimonies as they expressed their history, perspec-
tives, and vision of what they all consider to be “the 
greatest Fraternity in the world;” Omega Psi Phi    
Fraternity, Incorporated. 
 
Several awards were presented to those in atten-
dance and acknowledgements of Awardees were an-
nounced for those who were not present. The 
Omega Man of the Year Award was presented to E.C. 
Rentz II, Claud Martin received the Founders’ Award, 
the Superior Service Award was earned by Charles 
Howard, and the recipient of the prestigious Citizen 
of the Year Award was Dr. Julius R. Scruggs, the Pas-
tor of First Missionary Baptist Church and the      
President of the National Baptist Convention, USA, 
Inc.   

Raymond Davis of Moss Point was awarded the Supe-
rior Service Award, an award given to the member who 
exhibits continuous selfless acts of service to the chap-
ter during the year.   
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Alpha Iota Iota Chapter Celebrates Achievement Week 
By Brother Troy Moore 

 
Dallas, TX—Saturday, November 21, 2009, Alpha Iota Iota Chapter participated in The North Texas Metroplex 
Ques Annual Achievement Week Celebration Program at the Crowne Plaza-Dallas Market Center Hotel.  The 
theme for the year 2009 was “Unity Through Friendship, Brotherhood and Fraternity.”  Brother Ernest Burke 
served as the Master of Ceremonies of the event.  
 
Brother Mike Adams, Esq., Grand Counselor for Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated was the Keynote 
Speaker.  He spoke to the plight of Black America with specific emphasis on today’s young Black male.  He 
stressed the importance of all Brothers to give of their time, influence and resources to be a beacon in the night 
for the next Black male generation les its future be lost to the ages.  He added that our Black women have been 
strong and have towed the line for generations, but should no longer be expected to lead Black America into the 
21st century.  The reigns of leadership of Black America have been divinely ordained to us as Black men to have 
and to honor in deed and in good faith.   
 
The Achievement Week program for the North Texas Area featured awards to include: Citizen of the Year, Col. 
Charles Young Military Award, Founders Award, Superior Service Award and Omega Man of the Year.  A number 
of Chapters, including Alpha Iota Iota Chapter, included a Basileus Award during the ceremony.   
 
Award recipients for Alpha Iota Iota Chapter included:  Omega Man of the Year: Brother Wayne Powe; Citizen of 
the Year:  Brother, Earnest Burke;   Superior Service Award:  Brothers Julius Chambers and Brother Lawrence 
Carriere Brotherhood Award: Brother Ray Coleman.  Alpha Iota Iota Basileus Award recipients included:    Broth-
ers Harry Anderson, William Lister, Greg Lewis, Michael Hartman, Norris Bishop, Don Wilson, Horrace Satisfield 
and Phillip Taylor.   Distinguished Basileus Awards were presented to: Brothers William Green, Marvin Sorey and 
Ron Turner.    
  
Other Achievement Week Celebration Special Presentation Awards presented at the event included:  Metroplex 
Ques Community Organization Award, Metroplex Ques Special Recognition Award and acknowledgement of the 
High School Essay Scholarship Winners.     
 
Chapters participating in the Annual Achievement Week program included the following Graduate   Chapters: 
Alpha Iota Iota Chapter, Theta Alpha Chapter, Eta Lambda Lambda Chapter, Epsilon Alpha Chapter, Omicron 
Gamma Gamma Chapter and Eta Mu Mu Chapter.  Undergraduate Chapters included:  Phi Gamma Chapter, Mu 
Beta Chapter, Nu Kappa Chapter and Zeta Eta Chapter.   

 

Kirk Lattimore                    
Citizen of the Year  

 Furman Glenn Omega                   
Man of the Year  

Harold Crawford Superior        
Service Award  
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Nu Nu Chapter Celebrates Achievement Week 
By Brother John W. Piercy, III  

 
Willingboro, NJ - The Nu Nu Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi held its annual Achievement 
Week Awards Banquet at the Kove II in     
Edgewater Park, NJ on Saturday, 14 November 
2009.  Past Second District Representative 
Brother Gregory E. Ackles, Sr. was the Master 
of Ceremonies.  Brother Carlton Rucker gave 
remarks for the occasion, and explained the 
purpose of Achievement Week.  The welcome 
was given by Basileus Brother David S. Linder 
and invocation by Chaplain Brother Alfred D. 
Dennis. 
 
After a delicious meal, the Master of Ceremo-
nies introduced the speaker, Brother Larry Lewis, Jr., Chief Administrator for the New Jersey Govern-
ment Affairs of Aetna, Inc., who gave a very            motivational speech. 
 

Brother Dennis Dones was presented with the 
Colonel Charles Young Award.  Brother Eric D. 
Dennis was presented with the “Joseph    
Washington Basileus Award” and the “COL 
George Waters Superior Service Award” for his 
work with Omega Community Development, 
Inc., our 501c3 organization.  Brother Irving 
Fryar was honored by the Chapter with the 
“Theodore Cannon Citizen of the Year Award” 
for his numerous contributions to the          
community at large.  The Founder’s Award was 
bestowed upon Brother’s Colonel George      
Waters, Michael Brown, Lybrant Wright, and 
John W. Piercy, III for constantly exhibiting our 

Cardinal Principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.  Brothers Kevin Waters 
and Vincent Brown were presented with the “Melvin Thomas Omega Man of the Year Award” for their 
outstanding commitment to the Omega Teen Mentoring Program.  A new award, the Arthur F. Brown 
Leadership Award, was created in memory of our departed brother- one of Nu Nu’s Charter Members.  
This award was presented to Brother Brown’s widow, Mrs. Etta P. Brown.  
 
Basileus Brother David S. Linder gave closing remarks, and the benediction was given by Chaplain 
Emeritus Brother Melvin J. Wells.  The evening culminated in the Brothers singing our beloved hymn, 
“Omega Dear.”  It was a wonderful event, and a good time was had by all, and it was a special time 
for “Brethren to dwell together in unity” by taking the time out to honor and recognize our own for 
contributions to our community and Chapter. 

Brothers Emmett Smith (’69 Nu), Joseph Bailey (’63 Epsilon 
Epsilon), and Frederick Jackson, Sr. (’69 Phi Psi) receive 
their 40 year pins at the Achievement Week Ceremony. 

Brother Gregory E. Ackles, Sr. presents the inaugural Ar-
thur F. Brown Leadership Award to Mrs. Etta P. Brown, 
widow of Brother Arthur F. Brown.  Also with Mrs. Brown 
is 2nd District Director of Public Relations Emeritus 
Brother Ronald Moffitt, Brother Thomas H. Mayfield and 
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Seoul, Korea- Lambda Xi Chapter continues to 
spread uplift throughout Seoul, Korea by feed-
ing families on Thanksgiving. 
 
Brothers of Lambda Xi gathered Wednesday,     
November 25, 2009 at Dragon Hill Lodge to      
present Thanksgiving baskets to three needy 
families. Within the baskets, the recipients 
found food items for a Thanksgiving meal that 
included ham, can vegetables, cranberry sauce, 
stuffing, and an array of other items right down 
to the traditional Thanksgiving Turkey.  Brother 
Whitehead no stranger to such efforts, having 
spent over three years organizing similar drives 
in Korea said “it’s a concerted effort by all 
Omega Men assigned to the Korean Peninsula 
and this effort provides a brighter Thanksgiving 
for those on the receiving end”.  
 
The goal is to reach out to families in need year
-round, but Thanksgiving is a time for Lambda 
Xi to go above and beyond.  We want the fami-
lies to know that we really care about their cir-
cumstances and will do everything possible to 
make sure they know that.  

Lambda Xi Thanksgiving 
Basket Giveaway-        

Seoul Korea 
By Brother Aaron Matthews 

Chicago’s Iota Chapter 
Spreads Holiday Joy                  

By Brother Bobby Lay 
 

Chicago, IL- This year’s Iota Chapter Annual Christ-
mas Family Gift recipients were the Steward Family.  
On the very cold and snowstorm evening of Decem-
ber 23, 2009, brothers of Chicago’s Iota Chapter    
delivered an abundant of Christmas cheer to Ms. 
Steward and her family.  Ms. Steward lives with her 
five children.  She is the adoptive parent of four   chil-
dren.  She is a single parent in need of assistance.  
Her young children range from 7 years old to 14 years 
old. Ms. Steward was quite happy and appreciative for 
the gifts the brothers of Iota delivered.  She was 
really surprised to see so many positive African-
American men, as well as three of their young sons, 
out in such a snowstorm.  
 
The Steward children were very excited to see so 
many gifts come to their home from people they’d 
never met.  After a prayer by Vice-Basileus Greg Jack-
son, the brothers began placing the children’s gifts 
under the tree.  Basileus Dennis Anderson presented 

Ms. Steward with various products in which she 
could pamper herself.  The children were given 
many new clothes, such as; shirts, blouses, 
pants, dresses, sweaters, and boots, for the cold 
Chicago winter days ahead.   
 
The last of the items were food.  Ms. Steward 
was wondering what she would prepare for 
Christmas dinner until she was given two large 
turkeys, other food items and gift cards to shop 
for more food.  Overall, she was overwhelmed by 
the graciousness of Omega’s brotherhood. 
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Atlanta, GA - Saturday December 4, 2009, Eta Omega Chapter’s 2009 Christmas Party shared the joy 
of Christmas with young people at the historic Butler Street YMCA.   The Christmas Party was a great 
success of fun and joy as the Chapter interacted with the community to benefit young children. Forty-
two children and their parents were Eta Omega Chapter’s guests at the Christmas Party. The Christmas 
Party was a fun time for all in attendance, there were games, prizes, food and gifts. Eta Omega    
Chapter’s Social Action Committee sponsored the Christmas Party.   

The Party guests were from four Atlanta area YMCA’s (the John Lucas YMCA, Westside YMCA, Eastside 
YMCA and Butler Street YMCA). The Chapter was recognized by Mr. John Reid, Vice President for   
Community Outreach of the Butler Street YMCA. Mr. Reid and the assembled guests applauded Eta 
Omega for its outpouring of generosity. Basileus, Brother Joseph Robertson spoke on behalf of Eta 
Omega.  Brother Robertson welcomed all to the Party, gave a brief history of the Chapter and the   
Fraternity, and explained that the party was occurring during the chapter’s 90th anniversary.   

This was truly a fun morning and great Party! In the great spirit of fun that permeated the party, the 
guests asked the Brothers to “step”. We all know the brothers can not withdraw from a call to 
“march”. Therefore, the chapter brothers presented “an impromptu step show”. Next, the brothers led 
the children in games, with prizes for the winners. After “steppin” and games, it was time for food.  
After refreshments, gifts were given to the children. The children ranged in ages from three to fifteen 
years of age.  Each child attending the Party received a gift. Eta Omega Chapter’s Social Action     
Committee worked mightily to insure Christmas cheer was shared with some deserving children.   

Eta Omega Host Christmas Party                                                  
By Brother Stedman S. Southall  
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Nashville, TN - Members of Gamma Phi Chapter 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. recently visited 
Bordeaux Enhanced Option Elementary School in 
Nashville, TN to mentor 4th grade boys. The visit 
was the last of a multi-session mentoring program 
the chapter conducts for the school each year. The 
chapter's involvement with Bordeaux Enhanced 
Option Elementary began in 2007 with semiannual 
visits to the school. Positive feedback from the   
students, teachers and administrators led to more 
frequent visits. Each visit usually involves three to 
five chapter members with backgrounds related to 
the topic of discussion. To date, those topics have 
included money management, law enforcement, 
fire safety, science & engineering, career goals and 
etiquette. Each discussion reinforces the benefits 
of a good education, and stresses good study    
habits. Chapter members also participated in the 
school's Dr. Seuss Read-a-thon Week, by reading 
to students in multiple classrooms. 
 
Omega Brothers Robert Bostick, Clint Boyd, Jr., 
Sean Waller, and Tony Driver participated in the 
May 2009 visit to the school. The 4th grade boys 
will be attending middle school next year, so the 
session focused on peer pressure and the        
challenges of entering a new school environment. 
The session also covered table etiquette, how to 
tie a tie, teamwork, and respect. The boys partici-
pated in role-plays focused on resisting joining a 
gang and avoiding drugs and alcohol. The chapter 
will participate with the new 4th graders at         
Bordeaux starting in the fall of 2009.    
 

Gamma Phi Chapter Mentors             
4th Grade Boys  

at Bordeaux Elementary         
By Brother Clint Boyd, Jr. 

Lexington, KY – On Saturday May 30, 2009 Psi 
Tau Chapter stepped out to support the Annual 
Diabetes Walk. There is a great need to increase 
awareness among men, women and children on 
the importance of physical activity, proper         
nutrition and keeping a healthy outlook to control 
stress. Statistics have consistently shown that 
when African-American men have diabetes, they 
are more likely develop one or more of the      
serious complications associated with the disease, 
including amputation, kidney failure, blindness, 
and cardiovascular disease. For example, African 
Americans are 1.5 to 2.5 times more likely to 
have a limb amputated than are others with     
diabetes.   
 
Throughout the day, the emphasis was on       
education.  Education is the key to assisting those 
that have the disease, as well as those that may 
potentially develop the disease over time. As 
Omega men, we must step forth and take the 
lead to assure the next generation that this   
painful and heartless disease will not remain the 
number silent killer to African-Americans.  
 
The occasion was appreciated by numerous 
brothers and family members who enjoyed       
fellowshipping with other brothers and community 
leaders who are also seeking to make a differ-
ence.    

  Psi Tau Chapter Supports 
Local Diabetes Walk                                                             

By Brother Ed Clark 
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“Englewood Back to School Parade”                                       
Submitted By Brother Lemarr Ketchens 

 
Chicago, IL- As it is very well known, the city of Chicago 
can be a very dangerous place.  The community of        
Englewood (located on the south side) is known to be very 
dangerous at times, but it received a beam of positive news 
on Saturday,   August 22, 2009. 
 
That is the date that the Englewood Back to School Parade 
took place.  This was their 48th Parade and the men of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated would not allow this 
event to go by without giving back to this particular commu-
nity.  As in the past, Omegas were to, serve as Parade     
Marshals, bring and distribute school supplies in the form of 
fully packed book bags, and help out where needed. 

 
Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter put forth a task to bring 500 
fully packed book bags this year.  To do this, PGG          
requested that other chapters get involved to help reach 
that goal. Nearly 400 book bags were given from; Rho 
Gamma Gamma Chapter, other brothers and friends.  The 
brothers of Iota Chapter brought 60 book bags that they 
gave away as well, which brought the total to 500. 
 
Chicagoques from Iota, Rho Gamma Gamma, Mu Xi, and 
Sigma Omega Chapters were in attendance chipping-in in 
various ways. Some contributed by bringing book bags,   
others marched and marshaled in the parade, others helped 

with crowd control, others helped with the food  distribution, and others helped with the book bag 
distribution.  All Omegas working together to bring forth a very positive day for the  community of 
Englewood. 
 
Of course, it should go without saying that another Social Action event was successful due to the    
collective works of Brothers Keith Mayes & Michael Johnson. Coupled with the hard workers of Rho 
Gamma Gamma, other chapters and friends, the Omegas did a good thing in giving back to the Engle-
wood Community. 
 
A special thanks to Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. (Zeta Tau Zeta Chapter) because they donated book 
bags and some school supplies to the cause, which was very successful.  Great Job!  
 
Lastly, a young lady stated that she was extremely impressed with how the men in Purple and Gold 
take care of business - both with the food and book bags. 
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Theta Mu Mu Volunteers at                                 
Congressman Elijah Cummings      

Youth Program Teen                          
Leadership Summit                                                                             

By Brother Satchell Doyle, Jr.  

Baltimore County, MD- On February 16, 2009, 
brothers of Theta Mu Mu Chapter participated in the 
2nd Annual Elijah Cummings Youth Program Teen 
Leadership Summit. This event marked a phenome-
nal day of opportunity, leadership, and change. Too 
often we see our youth depicted with a negative 
connotations, events such as the Teen Leadership 
Summit shed new light and hope for our youth. 
Guest speakers at this event included Kevin Lyles 
(President of Def Jam Records) and Ne-Yo (Grammy 
Award Winning R&B Artist) to name a few. 
  
Brothers aided with duties such as registration, 1st 
floor traffic patrol, group leadership, hallway moni-
toring, and event guiding. Approximately 600 stu-
dents were in attendance representing 101 different 
high schools and 69 different middle schools form 
the Baltimore Metropolitan Area. The ECYP Teen 
Leadership Summit was a creative and safe-learning 
environment, where students built leadership, com-
munication skills, and teamwork while establishing 
camaraderie and friendship among youth.  

Louisville, KY - On Sunday, March 22, 2009 the 
brothers of Theta Omega Chapter and over 100 
guests attended the Purple and Pink event at the 
River Bend Winery. The American Cancer         
Society’s Relay for Life event was held on Friday 
and Saturday, May 15th and 16th.  The chapter        
exceeded its goal collecting $2,525.00 while at the 
same time being awarded the best team in 3 out 
of 5 categories - BEST NEWCOMER TEAM, 
BEST SPIRITED TEAM and received the      
DISTINGUISHED BRONZE CLUB Award.  

 
Brother Mike Fulton, 
last year’s Relay for 
Life Chairman stated “I 
have had a long stand-
ing passion for work-
ing with the American 
Cancer Society be-
cause I have seem 
first hand the dreaded 
affects of this disease 
on my family mem-
bers. So, when asked 
to serve last year, I 

jumped at the opportunity to lead the chapter’s 
very successful efforts!”  Brother Harold Crawford, 
Chairman of the 2008 - 2009 Chapter’s Social Ac-
tion Committee and last year’s Relay for Life top 
fundraiser said “This event only demonstrates  the 
commitment that Theta Omega has to fighting 
cancer in our community. We have had a number 
of fraternity members and their family members 
that have been touched by cancer. We want to do 
our part to aid in the eradication of this disease” 
Brother Lester Sanders and last year’s Social Ac-
tion Committee Chairman stated “Theta Omega 
has a very long and stoic history in serving the 
metro Louisville community through a number of 
our social action efforts and being a partner with 
an organization like the American Cancer Society 
is just one additional way we continue to serve.” 
 
All proceeds from this event will go towards the 
Relay for Life!  
 

Theta Omega Chapter 
Sponsors Relay for Life 

By Brother Alfonso N. Cornish  
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Douglasville, GA - Brothers and members from 
various chapters of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,   
Incorporated (Chi Gamma Gamma & Phi Kappa 
Kappa) answered the call for help on Friday, Sep-
tember 25th and Saturday September 26th in 
Cobb, Paulding, and Douglasville County Georgia. 
Five days of rain from earlier in the week caused 
riverbanks to overrun and sewage to overflow 
causing local schools, highways and roads to 
close. Nearly 250 million dollars in damage was 
caused by the storm. The email went out Friday 
indicating members of Turner Chapel AME Church 
were affected heavily by the storm and flood   
water.  
 
The Omegas mobilized teams of brothers to    
various areas of the flood stricken community. 
The clean up process began Friday with the    
removal of water logged furniture, padding, and 
carpet. Saturday continued with the gutting   
process. Tons of wet drywall, flooring, and instal-
lation was removed as the Omegas brought man-
power in organized teams of brothers to the   
various areas of the community to help. The     
recovery process will be a long and costly one; 
however the Brothers will continue to provide 
support throughout the process.  
 

Ft. Bragg, NC—Colonel 
(COL) Brother James E. 
Granger, Former Chief   
Information Officer/G-6 for 
the U. S. Army Special    
Operations Command; Fort 
Bragg, NC retired from the 
U.S. Army with 30 years of 
service. 
 
A native of Aliceville, AL, 
Brother Granger was commissioned a second     
lieutenant in the Signal Corps and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Management upon 
completion of ROTC at the University of Alabama in 
1979.  He also holds a Master of Arts in Manage-
ment from Webster University and a Master of 
Strategic Studies from the Air War College. 
 
Brother Granger’s military awards and decorations 
include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, 
the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Merito-
rious Service Medal with 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster, and 
the Signal Corps Regimental Association’s Bronze 
Order of Mercury and many, many more. 
   
Brother Granger was initiated into Theta Rho Inter-
national Chapter (Germany) in 1988 and is        
currently a member of Tau Gamma Gamma   
Chapter (Airborneques) at Fort Bragg, NC. 
     

Brother (COL) James 
Granger: 30-Year U.S. Army 

Veteran Retires from           
Active Duty  

Omega Men to the Rescue       
By Brother Herb Ford  
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Lambda Gamma Gamma 
Chapter Annual Youth Day 

at the Wizards                                                      
Brother Victor L. Gee  

 

Bloomington, IN - Brother Jesse Jackson, Sr. was 
the keynote speaker for the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day celebration held at the downtown Buskirk-
Chumley Theater on January 18, 2010.  
 
The diverse audience welcomed Brother Jackson 
with a standing ovation as he made his way to the 
podium.  He began his speech with imploring the 
audience to repeat his famous “I am somebody” 
several times.  He continued his speech that had 
topics relating to Wall Street, current job market, 
health care, Haiti’s recent devastating earthquake, 
football, and the real dream of Dr. King.   

Brother Jackson said that in order for us to address 
all these topics we must have playing field that is 
level. The field can only be level if we provide        
referees that are going to keep the players playing 
within the rules structure.  Brother Jackson stated 
that “this is a time for us to rise together” and make 
the playing field level again.  He said that in order 
for us to follow the dream of Dr. King we had to 
study the man and his body of work.  He said the 
dream was not a dream but a deal the America has 
yet delivered on.  We must continue to address all 
these issues through peace and justice.  Brother 
Jackson concluded his speech to a standing ovation.  
He then led the audience in singing “We Shall Over-
come”. 

Brother  (Rev.) Jesse Jackson 
Still Lives the Dream Today 

Washington, DC - On Monday, April 13, 2009, 
the Capital Region Ques of Lambda Gamma 
Gamma (LGG) Chapter held its annual Youth Day 
at the Wizards. The event was hosted by Brother 
Andre Debose, Committee Chairman and held at 
the Verizon Center home court for our own 
Washington Wizards. This event hosted by LGG 
provides an opportunity for kids from the Metro-
politan area to be exposed to the thrill of profes-
sional sports in the DC area and the commitment 
to the community from the brothers of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated.  
 
This year’s event was led by brother Debose. 
LGG escorted 37 youth of all ages both male and 
female to observe the Washington Wizards face 
the Toronto Raptors.  The pool of youth repre-
sented all three areas of the Chapter - Maryland, 
Washington DC, and Northern Virginia.  
 
The youth in attendance represented established 
youth based programs that Brother Stan King 
and Bother Bleu Colquitt work with.  Brother King 
attends this event every year with his Northern 
Virginia youth basketball team in which he serves 
as both coach and a mentor.  Brother Colquitt 
provided youth from the Omega Center in Suit-
land Maryland, where he also serves as a mentor.  
All were treated to an exciting game with the 
Wizards losing to the Raptors 97-96. 
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Tau Tau Chapter, Compton, CA –    
October 24, 2009 – More than a hundred 
men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorpo-
rated gathered, Saturday morning, at 
Compton College for business.  The   
business was playing father or big brother 
to 255 middle and high school young 
men.  The men of Omega dedicated their 
Saturday morning and afternoon, to do 
Omega’s work- to stand shoulder–to–
shoulder in an attempt to return 255 
young African American and Latino men 
to their   parents and guardians a little 
wiser about the principles and tenets of 
manhood, scholarship, perseverance and 
uplift.  
 

Comedian/Actor Martin F. Lawrence was the major sponsor of the event.  His two sisters traveled 
from the East coast to be present with the men of Omega and to represent The Chlora Lawrence 
Family Trust. In addition, there were corporate sponsors included, Northrop Grumman Corp, Union 
Bank Foundation, Pfizer Foundation, Boeing Company, and AT&T, Corinthian Colleges, Inc. 
 
This was the 16th consecutive year that Tau Tau Chapter, under the leadership of Brother Ricky      
Lawrence Lewis hosted the Annual Youth Leadership Conference, El Camino College Compton    
Center South Los Angeles, California.  The newly elected 12th District Representative, Brother      
Sedrick Spencer, was in attendance, and mandated that all Southern California Chapters actively 
participate. 
 
The Compton Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Tau Beta Omega Chapter of   
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. helped to register each of the participants and served as hostess. 
 
Instead of the usual Youth Leadership Conference being exclusively for young boys, this year the    
program has been extended to include two full day programs in one.  Day one dedicated for the 
youth, and day two, for their parents/guardians. During the session, Brother Ricky Lewis gave high 
praise for the support given by the 110 Omega Brothers from several chapters in Southern         
California, and the support from parents that have sustained the program for sixteen (16) years. 
“We see a renewed sense of urgency from the parents and young men,” he said, and the feed back 
from them show we are moving in the right direction. 

Tau Tau Chapter’s Youth Leadership Conference 
Building Manhood and Bringing Uplift to Southern California  

By Brother George D. Taylor  
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Tau Tau Chapter, Compton, CA –    
October 24, 2009 – More than a hundred 
men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorpo-
rated gathered, Saturday morning, at 
Compton College for business.  The   
business was playing father or big brother 
to 255 middle and high school young 
men.  The men of Omega dedicated their 
Saturday morning and afternoon, to do 
Omega’s work- to stand shoulder–to–
shoulder in an attempt to return 255 
young African American and Latino men 
to their   parents and guardians a little 
wiser about the principles and tenets of 
manhood, scholarship, perseverance and 
uplift.  
 

Comedian/Actor Martin F. Lawrence was the major sponsor of the event.  His two sisters traveled 
from the East coast to be present with the men of Omega and to represent The Chlora Lawrence 
Family Trust. In addition, there were corporate sponsors included, Northrop Grumman Corp, Union 
Bank Foundation, Pfizer Foundation, Boeing Company, and AT&T, Corinthian Colleges, Inc. 
 
This was the 16th consecutive year that Tau Tau Chapter, under the leadership of Brother Ricky      
Lawrence Lewis hosted the Annual Youth Leadership Conference, El Camino College Compton    
Center South Los Angeles, California.  The newly elected 12th District Representative, Brother      
Sedrick Spencer, was in attendance, and mandated that all Southern California Chapters actively 
participate. 
 
The Compton Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Tau Beta Omega Chapter of   
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. helped to register each of the participants and served as hostess. 
 
Instead of the usual Youth Leadership Conference being exclusively for young boys, this year the    
program has been extended to include two full day programs in one.  Day one dedicated for the 
youth, and day two, for their parents/guardians. During the session, Brother Ricky Lewis gave high 
praise for the support given by the 110 Omega Brothers from several chapters in Southern         
California, and the support from parents that have sustained the program for sixteen (16) years. 
“We see a renewed sense of urgency from the parents and young men,” he said, and the feed back 
from them show we are moving in the right direction. 

Tau Tau Chapter’s Youth Leadership Conference 
Building Manhood and Bringing Uplift to Southern California  

By Brother George D. Taylor  

Through days of joy or years of pain; 
To Serve thee e'er will be our aim; 

And when we say our last goodbye; 
We'll love Omega Psi Phi. 
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Brother Steven LaTreal McNair was 
born February 14, 1973 in Mount 
Olive, Mississippi to Selma and 
Lucille McNair.  He confessed Christ 
at an early age and joined the   
Baptist Church. 
 

Brother McNair attended Mount 
Olive High School in Mount Olive, 
Mississippi where he played      
football, baseball, and basketball in 
addition to running track.  He was 

drafted out of high school to play professional baseball with the Seattle Mariners.  However, 
Brother McNair’s first love was football and only one university, Alcorn State, wanted him to play 
quarterback.  There he won the 1994 Walter Payton Award as the top player in NCAA Division I-AA.  
At Alcorn State, he became the first player in    collegiate history to accumulate 16,000 yards 
(16,823) of total offense, along the way setting 5 NCAA   records and an additional 31 Division I-AA 
records.  He then went on to become the third runner-up for the Heisman Award in 1995. 
 

Brother McNair was drafted third overall by the NFL’s Houston Oilers.  He became the Oilers’     
starting quarterback in 1997 and in 1999; he took the Tennessee Titans to its first and only Super 
Bowl (XXXIV).In 2003, Brother McNair was named Co-MVP of the National Football League.  He   
finished his NFL career with the Baltimore Ravens at the end of the 2006-2007 season.  Brother 
McNair is one of only three players in the history of the NFL who passed for 30,000 yards and 
rushed for 3,500 yards. 
 

On November 27, 2009, he was inducted into the Titans/Oilers Hall of Fame and newly 
created Ring of Honor.  Brother McNair led the Oilers/Titans through the most       
successful five-year run in team history.  He garnered repeated accolades for his 
grace, athleticism and dogged determination to win.  Prior to and during his storied 
career, Brother McNair set benchmarks, broke stereotypes, and, at times, defied belief.  
Much like his play on the field, Brother Steve’s work in the community was done    
without a desire to receive publicity for his efforts.  He and Mechelle have received 
various recognitions for their community service, such as the Philanthropist Community 
Award.  He was named as the 2005 Walter Payton Community Man of the Year.  He 
was the recipient of the 40th Annual Byron “Whizzer” White Award, which is the NFL 
Players Association’s highest honor and also the J.B. Award for Community Service.  
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Brother Stepfan Howard Hiser was born and raised in Indianapo-
lis, IN.  He attended Indianapolis Public Schools and graduated 
from Broad Ripple High School in 1989.  He was accepted to   
attend Indiana State University where he graduated with    
Bachelor and Master’s Degrees in Education.  He was initiated 
into the Zeta Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in 
June 1995.   
 
Brother Hiser launched his professional career in the Wayne 
Township School system in Indianapolis, IN.  He served the 
Greater Indianapolis community through a multitude of outreach 
programs.  He was the Founder and CEO of HiStep Consulting 
Group, LLC, served on the board of WIL-DOR and Associates, 
Inc., and was the inspirational leader and percussionist of the 
GROUND ZERO band.   

 
Brother Hiser served in various leadership positions within the Zeta Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc.  Most recently he served the Chapter Keeper of Records and Seal.  He was an 
active member of the Membership Committee serving as a member of the Education Team.  He 
also served on the Social Action Committee having a special interest, focus in motivating and     
inspiring troubled and at-risk youth.   
 
Brother Hiser brought passion, energy, and enthusiasm to every Fraternity assignment he was 
given.  He often shared his life’s experiences and the learning challenges that he overcame as a 
youth.  He told his story to uplift others who were struggling with their issues.  Brother Hiser   
epitomized the true Omega Man.  He was a dapper dresser, talented musician, singer, and poet.  
He maintained an active involvement within the chapter and the 10th District.  Brother Hiser       
became a Life Member of the Fraternity and wore his Life     
Membership Badge proudly.   
 
Brother Hiser was unmatched in his passion for Young People, 
Photography, Music, Cooking, Fine Clothing, and most of all, his 
Family.  He motivated the Brothers of Omega through his         
personal sacrifices and ACTION, not just his eloquence.   
 
Throughout his more than14 years in Omega, Brother Stepfan 
Howard Hiser has always given unselfishly of his time, talents, 
and wisdom to help make Omega a better organization.  He truly 
served with love, labored with loyalty, and has left his legacy in 
Omega.  The Fraternity will sorely miss him.  

Humbly Written in Reflection by the Brothers of           
Zeta Phi Chapter,  

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated 
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Brother Frederick Birth began as a young boy growing up in East St. 
Louis, IL.  From young age he was a member his church choir.  He 
attended and graduated from A.M. & N. College (now the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff) with a Bachelor of     Science in Biology and 
Elementary Education.  It was here that he began his journey as an 
Omega Man on December 21, 1949 at Tau Sigma Chapter.  After    
returning home to East St. Louis, Brother Birth along with seven other 
dedicated Omega Men   chartered Nu Chi Chapter in 1955. 
 
Brother Birth was a Life Member (#59) of the Omega Psi Phi          
Fraternity, Incorporated and had a long history of service and commit-
ment that spanned 60yrs.  He has held many positions in Nu Chi   
Chapter, and within the 10th District, most notably serving as the 10th 
District Representative in 1971.  In 1994, he pioneered Project     

Manhood 2000, a   mentoring program based in East St. Louis.  In 2007, in honor of Brother Birth, 
Nu Chi Chapter renamed the chapter’s annual Talent Hunt Program to the “Brother Frederick Birth  
Annual Talent Hunt Program” due to his tireless dedication and commitment to the arts.   
 
In addition to Brother Birth’s service to Omega, his educational journey was steady and             
progressive.  He earned his Master of Science Degree from Southern Illinois University as well as 
taking specialized courses at Wayne State University and Ball State University.   
 
Brother Birth, was also drafted into the United States Army and stationed for 19months in Europe 
from 1951-52. 
 
Brother Birth’s professional career consisted of over 38 yrs of dedicated service in East St. Louis 
School District 189.  During this time he served as a sixth grade teacher, chairman of the science 
department, Science Supervisor of School District 189, Assistant Principal (Rock Junior High 
School), Principal (McHenry Elementary School), and finally as Director of the Innovative Science 
Program of School District 189. 
 
Brother Birth was an active and productive member of his community of East St. Louis.  He was a 
member of Trinity United Methodist Church where he was a member of the choir. He served as   
co-chairman for the East St. Louis United Negro College Fund; Board Member and Chairman for 
Madison, St. Clair, and Bond Counties; Big Brothers and Big Sisters; East St. Louis Mentor Program; 
Phi Delta Kappa, National Association of Elementary School Principals; Illinois Principals Association; 
Congress on Racial Equality; University of  Arkansas, Pine Bluff Alumni Association (President); Di-
rector or the Men’s Choir, Assistant Director of the Westbrooks-Green Community Choir, and   
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Brother Birth entered Omega Chapter on June 1, 2009.  

Brother Fredrick Birth Past Tenth                                            Brother Fredrick Birth Past Tenth                                            Brother Fredrick Birth Past Tenth                                            
District RepresentativeDistrict RepresentativeDistrict Representative   
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Brother Louis J. Boston was born September 13, 1940 in     
Hackensack, New Jersey and later adopted by William (Bill) and 
Rosa M. Boston of Albany, New York where he was raised.  He 
bravely passed away July 5, 2009 in his home in Tigard, Oregon 
after a long battle with cancer. 
 
In fall of 1961, Brother Boston was initiated into the Theta Psi 
Chapter of West Virginia State College where he also lettered in 
football and received a B.S.   
  
His business background began in the East as a national sales 
training manager. Brother Boston was a graduate of the Chrys-
ler Development Program becoming among the first African 
American owners of a big three dealership.  In 1987, he became 
president of Rockwood and Gresham Chrysler-Plymouth        
dealerships. In 1991, he started The Boston Training & Market-

ing Group and consulted for various sectors, namely the State of Oregon, Multnomah 
County and the Port of Portland.   
  
He was active in sports, played college football, ran track and field and coached little league 
football and baseball.  Brother Boston medaled in New York state masters competition in 
both the 100m and 500m races. Brother Boston was inducted into the Bishop McGinn High 
School Alumni Association Catholic Sports Hall of Fame in 2000.  As an outstanding athlete, 
avid reader, and master chef Brother Lou Boston had a passion for living.  He was a lover of 
Christ and an ally to countless people.  
 
In 1977, Brother Boston was one of the charter members of the Mu Xi Graduate Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated and chaired the chapter’s Charter Night Ceremony.  
                                                                                                                                 
A Brother who was loved by many, Brother Boston fostered the fraternal bonds throughout 
his life, and mentored many along the way. 

He is survived by his wife, Clariner M. Boston of 45 years, four children, their spouses, and 
two grandchildren; and a host of relatives and friends all over America and the world. 

Brother Louis James McKinley BostonBrother Louis James McKinley BostonBrother Louis James McKinley Boston   
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Brother Alexander H. Byers Brother Alexander H. Byers Brother Alexander H. Byers    
 
Charlotte, NC—Brother Alexander H. Byers entered Omega Chapter on Sunday, March 29, 2009.  
Brother Byers was born to Eddie E. and Bethel Alexander Byers.  He was a lifelong member of 
Greater Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church. 
 
He was educated in the public schools of Charlotte and graduated from Second Ward High School.  
Upon graduation, he worked for Dunbar Stanley Photography Studio for approximately eight years.  
He then matriculated at Johnson C. Smith University, where he served in the Student Government 
and was elected Student Government President his senior year.  
 
Brother Byers’ teaching career began in High Point, NC.  His education achievements include a 
master's degree from Columbia University, New York, NY;  teaching math in Charlotte, NC at North-
west Junior High School; serving as principal at Amay James School, Irwin Avenue elementary, J.T. 
Williams, Ranson and Cochrane Junior High Schools.  He was appointed to several administrative 
positions with the Charlotte Mecklenburg School District and retired as Area Superintendent.  
 
Brother Byers served as president of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Teachers Association and chairman 
of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Principals Association.  He was a longtime member of the Pi Phi 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and the Swanks Social Club.  Both organizations honored 
him for his untiring service.  He served on the Board of Directors of the School Workers Federal 
Credit Union and was a member of the Charlotte Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa.  
 
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Quette Rachel Duren Byers; two daughters, Brenda Byers 
Collins of Wilmington, DE and Bonita Byers Clark of Virginia Beach, VA.  and a host of other      
relatives and friends.  

Brother Joseph W. ScottBrother Joseph W. ScottBrother Joseph W. Scott   
Charlotte NC—Brother Scott entered Omega chapter on April 19, 2009.  Brother Scott, a Life 
Member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., was initiated into Pi Phi Chapter Charlotte, NC on March 
23, 1963.  He was Basileus of Pi Phi from 1988 through 1989.  He was a member of First Baptist 
West, Charlotte, NC for more than 50 years. 
 
Cherishing his life’s memories are his wife, Quette Marie, his bride for 59 years; his daughter, 
Joanne and Charles (her husband) Eddington; his son Harry and Carol (his wife) Scott. 
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Nashville, TN - The Brothers of the Gamma Phi Graduate Chapter bewail the    
transition of our beloved Brother Frederic W. Thomas.  Brother Thomas was born in 
Linden Tennessee on March 1, 1921 to George and Florence K. Thomas.  He was 
the youngest of 11 children.  After a bout with illness our beloved Brother trans-
lated from this life to eternal life on June 1, 2009.  The Omega  Service was held on 
June 8, 2009 at Lee Chapel A.M.E. in Nashville Tennessee with friends and family in 
attendance; Reverend Robert E. Keesee served as the Eulogist and Past 5th District 
Representative Rev. Ralph Johnson also provided a family tribute. 
 
Fred Thomas received Christ as a youth in Linden TN.  He attended public schools 
in Nashville TN., graduating from Pearl High School in 1939 later attending Tennes-
see State University.  Fred also served our country with 4 years and months in 
World War II. After the war, Brother Thomas married the late Bernice Woods July 18, 1942 and shared 51 
years of  matrimony.   
 
In 1956 he joined Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated  Tau Upsilon Chapter in Washington, DC.  He later 
entered Gamma Pi Chapter in Prince George’s County, MD where he resided for many years.  Most recently 
Brother Thomas was a member of the Gamma Phi Chapter in Nashville TN.  Fred has received many awards 
and citation Including:  The “Certificate for 25-years of Distinguished Service” in Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
the “69th Grand Conclave Plaque” award for the 40 years of service; the “Certificate of Life Member” in Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity; and the “50-Years+Omea Man” award in 2006 for having been an active Omega Psi Phi 
member for more than 50-years.  Brother Thomas is survived by sisters, Lily Mai Thomas-Boyd & Juanita    
Thomas, both of Nashville; and a host of friends and relatives.  

Nashville, TN - The Brothers of the Gamma Phi Graduate Chapter recently 
mourned the transition of our beloved Brother, Ludwald Orren Pettipher Perry 
(LOP).  Brother Perry was born November 26, 1923 in Brunswick, Georgia.  He 
was the youngest of three children of Dr. William and Susan (James) Perry of   
Tarboro, North Carolina.  Brother Perry entered the Omega Chapter on April 16, 
2009.  He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 25 years, Rosetta Miller 
Perry, and his loving children. 
 
Brother Perry was initiated into Omega Psi Fraternity through the Beta chapter in 
1942.  Our Brother served 62 years until declining health interrupted his ability to 
attend meetings.   

 
Some of his accomplishments include being Co-Founder of The Tennessee Tribune with his wife Rosetta Miller 
Perry.  In addition, he was a distinguished professor of Internal Medicine for three decades at Meharry Medical 
School.  His life was celebrated at his wake by a multitude of Fraternity Brothers on April 20th.   
 
Brother Perry was respected in other community organizations including the Hendersonville Links with remarks 
by President Anica Howard and included connected links Dr. Fred Jones, Samuel Howard and Roland Jones.  
The Brother’s of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated will miss Brother Perry.  We are grateful for the       
opportunity to bond with Brother Perry and look forward to serving as we learn to number our days. 
 

 

The Brothers of the Gamma Phi Graduate Chapter bewail the    
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Brother Allen Wardell Abbitt was born 
on June 3, 1925 in Appomattox,       
Virginia to the late Ernest and Mary   
Abbitt.  Brother Allen also had four 

brothers (Carsey, Pelton, Lloyd and Reese) and a sister, (Tina) all of which preceded him in death. 
Brother Allen was called home to rest on Sunday, December 7, 2008. 
 
Brother Allen or “Abbitt” as he was called was a World War II veteran; he served as Private First Class 
in the 614th tank destroyer battalion from 1943 until his honorable discharge in 1946.  
 
Brother Allen attended Virginia State University, where he received his Bachelor’s degree in Business 
education and later continued his education by receiving a Master’s degree in education at the        
University of Chicago.  In 1948, Brother Allen pledged Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, Nu Psi 
Chapter. 
 
Brother Allen was a dedicated and loyal Chicago Public School employee for over forty years.  In his 
role as vocational counselor at Dunbar High School, he assisted many students in securing jobs and 
charting their career course.  After retirement in 1990, Allen maintained active roles in the career 
counseling and Dunbar Alumni Association. 
 
Brother Allen leaves behind his dedicated wife, nephews and a host of loving family and friends. At the 
time of his passing, Brother Allen Abbitt was an active and financial member of Sigma Omega Chapter 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

Wilson, NC—Brother Thomas O. Lofton entered Omega Chapter on June 28, 2009.  Brother Lofton 
was a charter member of the Beta Beta Beta Chapter and earned his 50-year pin at the 2008 Grand 
Conclave. 
 
He was educated in Kinston Public Schools and graduated from Adkin High School in 1952.  His college 
education began at Clark College in Atlanta, GA, from which he earned a Bachelor's Degree in Social 
studies in 1956.  He later earned both a Master of Arts Degree in Education and an Educational Spe-
cialist Degree from East Carolina University in Greenville, NC.  After teaching for one year, he enlisted 
in the United States Army and remained from 1957-1959.  
 
Brother Lofton’s professional career spanned many years.  He was a teacher at Adkin High School in 
Kinston, NC and Darden High School in Wilson, NC.  He served as assistant principal at Fike High 
School and retired in 1994 as principal of Elvie Street Elementary School in Wilson, NC.  While on staff 
at Darden, he was named head varsity football coach and led his team to the state 4-A Championship.  
In 2008, he was inducted into the Darden High School Hall of Fame. 
 
Brother Lofton served as Basileus.  Brother Lofton was selected as Omega Man of the Year.  He was a 
faithful member of Calvary Presbyterian Church and served as Sunday School Teacher, Elder, and a 
member of the church choir.  
 

 

Brother  Allen W. AbbittBrother  Allen W. AbbittBrother  Allen W. Abbitt   
June 3, 1925 June 3, 1925 June 3, 1925 –––   December 7, 2008December 7, 2008December 7, 2008   
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Rev. James F. “Rip” Taylor was born on November 24, 1909 in Lauderdale County,       
Tennessee.  He served as an Associate Pastor of the Berean Missionary Baptist Church    
located in Jackson, Tennessee.  He was an active life member of Omega Psi Fraternity,   
Incorporated.  While a member of Theta Iota Chapter, Brother Taylor once served as    
Parliamentarian and Chaplain.  He served as Theta Iota Chapter’s Chaplain Emeritus until 
his death.  
 
Brother Taylor was imitated into the Eta Psi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,           
Incorporated (Fisk University) in 1928 and received his B.S. in Agriculture and Science in 
1931. Moreover, Brother Taylor was a Charter Member of Rho Psi Chapter, Tennessee 
State University.  In 1951, Brother Taylor received a M.S. in Animal Science from         
Tennessee State University.   
 
As a student in the 10th grade, he taught 4th grade with Mrs. Bertha Palmer Haley, the 
mother of the late Alex Haley, author of Roots.  He began his career as an educator in the 
Lauderdale County Negro School System by teaching in the early 1930's.  He served as a 
principal for the Haywood County Negro School and later as a Science teacher at      
Lauderdale County High School.  In 1968, he journeyed to Lane College in Jackson,     
Tennessee, to work in their Education Department and retired in 1986.    
 
Brother Taylor was the Theta Iota Chapter “Omega Man of the Year” in 2000 and  “Citizen 
of the  Year” in 2001.  During the Grand Conclave in Indianapolis, Indiana,  Brother Taylor 
received the Fraternity’s 70 - Year Plaque.  The brothers of the Fifth District awarded 
Brother Taylor the “Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. Fifth District Founders Award” at the 56th 
Annual Fifth District meeting held in Jackson, Tennessee during April 1-4, 2004 for his life-
time of service to the Fraternity.  He was awarded the Theta Iota Chapter’s 2008 Founders 
Award. Brother Taylor also accumulated several other awards as well over the span of his 
tenure within the fraternity.    
 
Brother Taylor entered Omega Chapter on October 19, 2009.  He was married to the late 
Mrs.  Dorothy Taylor for over 55 years.  He was the father of two children - Mrs. Ora   
Jackson and Kenneth Allen Taylor.  He was also the grandfather of one grandchild, one 
great- grandchild and two great grandchildren. 
 
Brother Taylor’s motto: 
   

“Try to see that all people can have justice.”“Try to see that all people can have justice.”“Try to see that all people can have justice.”   

Brother Rev. James Franklin “Rip” TaylorBrother Rev. James Franklin “Rip” TaylorBrother Rev. James Franklin “Rip” Taylor   
OVER 80 YEARS OF SERVICE AND DUTYOVER 80 YEARS OF SERVICE AND DUTYOVER 80 YEARS OF SERVICE AND DUTY   
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RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE FOR 

Brother James F. “Rip” Taylor 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. 

Whereas, Brother James F. Taylor has departed from this life, causing a great loss to his family, friends, 
fraternity brothers, and to those who knew and loved him; 

And whereas, the Brothers of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, mourns the passing of our Brother, 
Brother James F. Taylor, who was a fervent, dedicated, loyal and conscientious Brother for 79 years;

And Whereas, it has pleased the Heavenly Father to transition from the labors of this earthly life to the 
refreshment of sweet rest and fellowship of the saints in heaven, our dearly beloved Brother in Christ;

And Whereas, We, the members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, are compelled to place on 
record our love and esteem for his life and labor, and in view of his noble and sincere testimony, which has 
been an example of Christian Manhood and devotion to the Kingdom’s purpose, we thank the Heavenly Father 
for him, and wish to express our sincere and humble sympathy to his family and his friends; 

And Whereas, Brother James F. Taylor was initiated in 1928 at Eta Psi Chapter, Fisk University - Nashville, 
TN, and was a Charter member of Rho Psi Chapter, Tennessee State University. While as a member of Theta 
Iota Chapter, Brother Taylor served his chapter with honor and distinction, he served as Theta Iota Chapter’s 
Chaplain Emeritus until his death; 

And Whereas, Brother Taylor was the Theta Iota Chapter “Omega Man of the Year” in 2000 and “Citizen of 
the Year” in 2001.  During the Grand Conclave in Indianapolis, Indiana, Brother Taylor received the 
Fraternity’s 70 - Year Plaque;  

Be it therefore resolved that on behalf of the Fifth District Representative Brother Edward C. Morant and the 
Brothers of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, we hereby commend the soul of our deceased Brother, 
Brother James F. Taylor, to Almighty God for eternal keeping and we pray for the safekeeping and comfort of 
his bereaved family.  

Be it further resolved, that a copy of this resolution be presented to his family as words of comfort. 

Submitted this the twenty second day of October, 2009

Brother Warren G. Lee, Jr., 38th Grand Basileus 
Brother Lewis Anderson, Grand Keeper of Records & Seal 
Brother (Reverend) Farrell J. Duncombe, Grand Chaplain 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated
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Brother Sampson (Sam) P. Boozer, Jr. was initiated into the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Incorporated in 1971 by the way of Alpha Chapter at Howard     
University in Washington DC.  In keeping with the standards of Omega, 
Brother Boozer gave over 38 years of loyal service to Omega, during which 
time he held high our four cardinal principals of Manhood, Scholarship,       
Perseverance, and Uplift.  Through manhood, Brother Boozer served his    
community well, acting as a strong supporter of the fraternity’s efforts to     
induce change in our community during very turbulent times in our nation’s 
history. 
 
Brother Boozer was a staunch supporter of Scholarship.  Through his support 

of the fraternity’s initiatives to guide our young people, Brother Boozer led by example as to how a strong 
education can lead to a prosperous career and 
family life. 
 
Obviously, perseverance is a trait necessary in all 
Omega men and clearly, Brother Boozer kept 
that before him at all times in order to drive him 
to achieve his many goals and dreams.  Finally, 
through his drive to uplift, during his 38 plus years in the fraternity 
Brother Boozer served Omega with diligence.  During his fraternal life, 
Brother Boozer was best known within Omega circles as the architect 
who Designed and oversaw the construction of Omega’s Founders 
Monument that sits on the campus of Howard University.  A priceless 
gift that Brother Boozer has given to Omega will last forever.                
In addition, he was a staunch supporter of all of our nationally         
mandated programs which he did with pride and dignity. 
 
Understandably, we are saddened by Brother Boozer untimely           
departure.  We are better able to accept this sad occasion knowing that Brother Boozer presence greatly 
enriched the life of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated.  His memory will remain everlasting within 
his brothers as Brother Boozer was INDEED an institution. 
 
For he was not just our Brother, but more importantly, he was our friend.  Brothers, family and friends let 
not your hearts be troubled, for Brother Boozer is in a better place now.  Brother Sampson (Sam) P. Boozer, 
Jr. now stands at the threshold of Omega Chapter where he now waits to be escorted in so that he can 
rightfully take his place amongst our founders.... 
 
Ernest E. Just, Edgar A. Love, Frank Coleman, and Oscar J. Cooper, to forever watch over the love,     
friendship, and brotherhood we call OMEGA. 

Brother Sampson P. Boozer, Jr. Brother Sampson P. Boozer, Jr. Brother Sampson P. Boozer, Jr.    
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Washington, DC - Brother Frederick Henry Nevils, Jr. entered Omega Chapter on 
Monday February 2, 2009.  He was an initiated into the Fraternity through Omicron 
Gamma Chapter at The University of the District of Columbia (then known as DC 
Teachers College).  In 1970, he received a Bachelor of Science degree in History from 
the District of Columbia Teachers College.  After graduation, Brother Nevils worked as 
a classroom teacher in the District of Columbia Public School System (DCPS), teaching 
Social Studies and History classes.  His love of learning propelled his return to college 
as a graduate student where he earned a Master of Arts in Guidance and Counseling 

from the Catholic University of America in 1972.  In 1983, he received a Master of Arts in Administration 
and Supervision from the University of the District of Columbia.  Fred also received a Legal Assistant      
Certification from the Georgetown University Law School and was a Cafritz Foundation Fellow.  Fred retired 
from the District of Columbia Public School system after thirty years where he received many awards and 
accolades 
 
Brother Nevils served the Fraternity for more than thirty years in various capacities such as Vice Basileus of 
Omicron Gamma in 1969, Third District Undergraduate/Intermediate Liaison Officer from 1972-1974 and 
Assistant Keeper of Records and Seal for Alpha Omega Chapter in 1974.  While at DC Teachers College, 
Fred was one of the founders of “Men Interested in Que” (MIQ)- a pre-pledging interest group. 
   
Brother Nevils was life member #400 of the Fraternity and a member of the Alpha Omega Chapter in 
Washington, DC.  Brother Nevils was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and Pearl Nevils; and his 
younger brother Joseph Nevils, Sr.  He quietly transitioned to his eternal rest while at home.  He leaves to 
cherish memories of his life two cousins, Mabel and Melvin (Kay) Marks of West Virginia; nephews Joseph 
and Dewayne Nevils; sister in law Queenie Nevils and a host of other relatives and friends. 

Brother Frederick Henry Nevils, Jr.Brother Frederick Henry Nevils, Jr.Brother Frederick Henry Nevils, Jr.   

Charlotte NC—Brother Judge Clifton E. Johnson, 67, was initiated into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity on       
December 8, 1962.  He entered Omega Chapter on June 25, 2009. 
 
He was reared in a northeastern North Carolina farming community, attended public schools, earned      
undergraduate and law degrees at what is now North Carolina Central University in Durham, NC and went 
on to become a trailblazing lawyer and judge.  In the late 1960s, he was the first African American hired as 
an assistant state prosecutor in North Carolina since the 19th century.  He became the first black district 
court judge in Mecklenburg County in 1969 and the state's first black chief district court judge in 1974. 
 
NC Governor Jim Hunt appointed him a judge of the N.C. Superior Court in 1977 and in 1982 named him to 
the N.C. Court of Appeals.  Brother Johnson became the first African American to have served on three 
state court levels – district, superior and the appeals court. He was also chairman of the N.C. Judicial     
Standards Commission.  Brother Johnson retired from the Court of Appeals in 1996. 
 
Brother Johnson leaves a host of family members to celebrate his memory. 
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Charlotte NC - Brother Johnson entered Omega Chapter on Wednesday, July 1, 2009.  Brother 
Johnson, born in New Bern, North Carolina on October 4, 1942, the oldest child of Clarestine 
Royal Johnson and the late James Jethro Johnson.  He attended Pender County Public Schools 
and graduated salutatorian from C.F. Pope High School of Burgaw, NC where he held various 
leadership positions and was a student athlete.  Brother Johnson was a Life Member of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated which he was initiated on May 18, 1962.   
 

Brother Johnson continued his education at North Carolina Central University of Durham, NC 
earning his BS degree in Business Administration and later earned his MBA degree from The 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.  
 

For 15 years, Brother Johnson held various managerial, administrative and financial consultant 
positions with firms such as IBM, EF Hutton and Barclay’s America.  After leaving the corporate 
world, he pursued several entrepreneurial endeavors.  At the time of his death, Brother Johnson 
was the CEO and principal shareholder of SB & J Enterprises, Inc., and Clara, Inc. 
 

Brother Johnson leaves his memories to his wife of forty four years, Quette Sue; two daughters,    
Zaundra Yolanda of Charlotte, NC, and Rhonda Pilarr of Atlanta, GA; mother, Clarestine of     
Burgaw, NC; and a host of extended family and loving friends.  

Brother James Bernard JohnsonBrother James Bernard JohnsonBrother James Bernard Johnson   
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Minneapolis, MN – Brother Elmer Blackwell was 
born on August 8, 1963 in St. Louis, MO and      
entered Omega Chapter on Friday, September 18, 
2009 in Atlanta surrounded by family and friends.  
He was a loving and devoted son, brother, uncle, 
employee, Omega Man, and friend.  He was loved 
by all who knew him.  His special gift of patience, 
non-judgment, humility, and caring personality 
touched everyone he came in contact with during 
his life. 
 

In 1981, Brother Blackwell graduated from Central High School in St. Louis, MO with     
honors and was Valedictorian of his class.  Brother Blackwell  attended West Point       
Academy and later received his BS in Chemistry with the honor of Cum Laude in 1985 at 
Lincoln   University in Jefferson City, MO. In the fall of 1984, Brother Blackwell pledged 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated at the "Raw" Eta Sigma Chapter (Lincoln            
University). The name of Brother Blackwell’s line was, "U.S.S. Trouble Funk Express." 
 
In the fall of 1986, Brother Blackwell joined the workforce at 3M.  In 1991, Brother     
Blackwell received his MBA at the University of St. Thomas located in Minneapolis, MN. 
Brother Blackwell was promoted to Senior Product Development Chemist of Consumer   
Stationary Division and during this time is where the birth of the Scotch® Pop-up Strip   
dispensers started.  
 
Over the next 11 years, Brother Blackwell’s career exploded with 3M.  His most highlighted 
position was the Managing Director - 3M Sweden, overseeing more than 300 employees 
and responsible for a business that sells more than 8,000 3M products. For his work with 
3M, Brother Blackwell holds seven patents along with several awards. 
 
In Omega, Brother Elmer Blackwell served as chair of the Epsilon Rho Halloween Costume 
Ball, Food Bank Committee, Dean of Education (1988 and 1989), Basileus (1992- 
1994/1995) and State Representative (Minnesota).  He was also Epsilon Rho's Omega Man 
of the Year and 10th District Omega Man of the Year.  Brother Blackwell was a devoted 
and motivated brother.  
 
Brother Blackwell battled three tough years with Multiple Myeloma, an extremely rare form 
of cancer.  However, Brother Blackwell fought to the end.  He was not only a true          
inspiration to his family and friends, but to his entire community. Brother Elmer Blackwell 
will be profoundly missed. May God greet him at the gates of Heaven, as he enters Omega 
Chapter. 

Brother Elmer BlackwellBrother Elmer BlackwellBrother Elmer Blackwell   
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Brother Jacob H. Jones, Brother Jacob H. Jones, Brother Jacob H. Jones, Retired US Air Force 
 

Charlotte NC—Brother Jones, 82, of Charlotte, entered Omega Chapter on June 20, 2009.  He was a   
member of Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church in Charlotte, NC.   
 
Born in Portsmouth, VA, Brother Jones retired from the United States Air Force in March of 1976. He joined 
the Army in 1946, and moved to the Army Air Corps.  He concluded his career with the Air Force where he 
served as a Communications Officer and was the last black Chief Warrant Officer in the US Air Force.   
  
Brother Jones retired to Charlotte and became an active member of the community and his church where 
he served as the Parish Council Chair, member of the Men's Group, Golden Wings, and worked with the 
scouting program. He also served as the President of Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Association. He was 
helpful in organizing John McDonald's Cafeteria. He received his business degree from University of North 
Carolina Charlotte and was a Melvin Jones Fellow of the Lions Club. 
 
A dedicated member of the Pi Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Brother Jones was initiated into the 
Fraternity on September 20, 1980 and was a Life Member.   He is survived by his wife, Quette Mary; sons, 
Jacob Jr. and Alan, and daughter, Karen; sisters Jeannette Harris, Cynthia Thompson, Thelma Stewart and 
Margaret (Leondas) Gatling; three grandchildren; one great-granddaughter, and a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and the members of Pi Phi Chapter. 

Brother Hannibal E. Howell, Jr., MDBrother Hannibal E. Howell, Jr., MDBrother Hannibal E. Howell, Jr., MD   
HAMPTON, VA - Early Saturday morning, Aug. 30, 2009, Brother Hannibal E.   
Howell Jr., M.D., (Zeta Omicron ’49) went home to meet his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Brother Howell died peacefully  surrounded by his wife of 52 years, Marjorie 
B. Howell and other loved ones.  Brother Howell was 77 years old. 

A native of Holland, Va., Brother Howell was an exceptional and gifted child,    
graduating from high school and enrolling at Hampton  Institute (now Hampton   
University) at the age of 13.  He graduated from Hampton Institute with honors in 
1950 with a degree in Chemistry and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army.  Brother Howell deferred his commission to commence graduate 

studies at Howard University.  After accepting his commission, he served two tours of duty as an infantry 
officer in the     Korean War and received the Distinguished Service Medal.  Upon his return, he worked for 
two years as a chemist at the Petroleum Laboratory, U.S. Naval Supply Center, where he designed and pat-
ented the tetraethyl lead digestion apparatus (catalytic converter) for fuel-injected engines that is still used 
in cars today.  In 1955, Brother Howell decided to pursue his dream of becoming a doctor at the University 
of Virginia (UVA) School of Medicine, where he was the first African American to be admitted to their    
medical school.  During his tenure at UVA, he was honored to reside on the University's range.  He earned 
his M.D. from UVA in 1958.  In 1967, he became the first African American to complete his residency at 
George Washington University. Brother Howell became Board Certified in Internal Medicine and Cardiology 
in 1972.  

Brother Howell leaves his loving wife, Marjorie B. Howell; two children, Elveeda Howell Dixon and Hannibal 
E. Howell III; a son-in-law, Kenneth C. Dixon and daughter-in-law, Carol Victoria Howell; two               
grandchildren, Christian Howell Dixon and Corey Howell; and a host of cousins and friends. 
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Raleigh, NC—Brother Luther Johnson, Jr. 39, departed this life 
on Friday, June 26, 2009 at his residence.  “June Bug” or “Bug,” 
as he was affectionately known to family and friends was born 
April 24, 1970 in High Point, NC, son of Luther Johnson, Sr. and 
Doris L. Robinson.  
 

He attended the Guilford County Public Schools and was a 
graduate of Ragsdale High School, class of l988.  Brother    
Johnson furthered his education at Winston-Salem State Univer-
sity, class of 1993. He earned his master’s degree at              

University of North Carolina Greensboro in l996. He was in pursuit of his doctorate at North 
Carolina State University.  
 

Brother Johnson was initiated into Mu Epsilon Chapter (WSSU) of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Incorporated. He was the first principal of Holly Springs High School in the Wake County 
Public School System.  He attended Mt. Peace Baptist Church and acknowledged Jesus 
Christ as his Savior. 

Brother Luther JohnsonBrother Luther JohnsonBrother Luther Johnson   

Brother Wendell HugheyBrother Wendell HugheyBrother Wendell Hughey   
“Gone But Never Will Be Forgotten”“Gone But Never Will Be Forgotten”“Gone But Never Will Be Forgotten”   

Bryan-College Station, TX – Brother Wendell Hughey entered Omega Chapter on       
Friday, November 27, 2009.  Funeral services were recently held for him at New   
Bethel A.M.E. Church in Waldo, Arkansas on December 5, 2009.  
 
Brother Hughey He worked hard for Omega from the beginning as the original Xi 
Beta Chapter Keeper of the Peace at Henderson State University during 1970. Over 
35 years later, he and several others founded Alpha Mu Mu Graduate Chapter in 
Bryan-College   Station.  
 
Professionally, Brother Hughey distinguished himself as a public servant over the 
years.  He held ranking administrative and managerial positions with the City of 
Shreveport, LA and the City of Hearne, TX.  
 
He leaves to cherish his memory his beloved wife, Leslie Hughey, loving relatives, 
and countless friends and fraternity members.  
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Wilson, NC— Brother 
Charles E. Branford, Jr. 
was born March 18, 1923 
in Baltimore, Maryland.  
Relocating at an early 
age to North Carolina, he 
was educated in the Wil-
son County Schools and 
graduated from the his-
toric Charles H.  Darden 

High School.   
  
After matriculating into Winston Salem State 
College, he earned a Bachelor of Science De-
gree and from Penn State University he earned 
the Masters Degree in Education.  Heeding the 
call of duty, Brother Branford served his country 
in the U.S. Army for a number of years. His life’s 
ambition was teaching and from 1945 to 1965 
he fulfilled his dream of shaping young minds 
with dedication and imagination, teaching      
fervently at the Charles H. Darden High School.  
He believed that no child should be left behind 
and he took a strong and stern position to en-
force his doctrine of development for every pu-
pil that came under his tutelage. 
 
On December 21, 1961, Brother Branford was 
united in holy matrimony to the former Susie 
Hines, who was not only his wife, but his soul 
mate, confidant, and business partner.  He was 
a faithful member of the Calvary                 
Presbyterian Church and a long time member of 
the Beta Beta Beta Chapter of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc.  He was awarded the Frater-
nity’s 60- year pin at the 2002 Grand Conclave 
in Charlotte, NC. 
 
Brother Branford served on numerous boards 
and committees locally and statewide. He 
helped organize the Wilson Community         
Improvement Association and he served in 
many capacities. 
 

Brother Charles E. Bradford, Jr.Brother Charles E. Bradford, Jr.Brother Charles E. Bradford, Jr.   Brother Clarence D. JohnsonBrother Clarence D. JohnsonBrother Clarence D. Johnson   
Midland, TX- Brother Clarence D. Johnson 79,  
went home to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ Friday, October 30, 2009, after a brief 
illness.  Clarence was born on July 16, 1930 in 
Bastrop, Texas.   
 
Brother Johnson was a graduate of Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Indus-
trial Education.  He was initiated into the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, Beta 
Sigma Chapter at Southern University             
in 1948.  He received a Master of Science       
Degree from Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois 
and an administrative certificate from East 
Texas State University (now Texas A&M           
University Commerce).  
 
Brother Johnson was a long time resident of 
Midland, Texas where he was an educator and 
coach in the Midland Independent School      
District.  He was a military veteran and served 
in Germany and Korea.  Brother Johnson was a 
member of Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church and a member of the Iota Rho Chapter 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated in 
Odessa-Midland, Texas.  He was also a member 
of the West Texas Amateur Gold Association 
and a board member of the Neighborhood 
Housing Association.   
 
Brother Johnson leaves behind to cherish his 
memories his wife of 55 years, Mary L. Johnson 
of Midland, Texas; two daughters Omega 
(Sherman) Chew and Shawn (Clifton) Edgerton 
of Midland, Texas; two grandchildren Darilyn l. 
Chew and Brandon E. Edgerton  and numerous 
relatives and friends.    
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OXFORD, NC — Brother Leonard M. Dunn, 84, entered Omega Chapter on Tuesday, 
June 30, 2009 at Brantwood Nursing Center in Oxford, NC.  He was a member of Zeta 
Alpha Chapter for over 60 years. 
 

Brother Dunn, born on April 20, 1925, was the son of the late Otha Dunn and Ella Jordan 
Dunn of Wake Forest, N.C.  He and his sister were the first in his family to attend a public 
high school, Dubois High School in Wake Forest, NC where he graduated valedictorian.  
He matriculated at then North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College and was initi-
ated in Mu Psi Chapter on      November 26, 1946.  After a tour of duty in the United 
States Army, he graduated summa cum laude in 1949 with a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Architectural      Engineering with a concentration in Education. 
 

In 1950, he began his career as a math teacher at Toler High School in Northern Granville County, NC.  He re-
ceived a master's degree in Rural Education, also from NC A&T State University, in 1955. Brother Dunn devoted 38 
years of service with the Granville County School System in various capacities. Brother Dunn was a 50-year mem-
ber of Hester-Crews post #166 of the American Legion where he was a leader and promoter of its Oratorical Con-
test.  He was a dedicated member of St. Peter's United Methodist Church, where he was Superintendant of Sunday 
School and chairman of the Church Council.  He taught bible study classes every Wednesday for the last 13 years.   
   
Brother Dunn was preceded in death by two wives, who were also educators, Beonia Edwards Dunn and Geraldine 
Edwards Dunn; and six siblings.  He leaves to cherish his memory a daughter, Patrice Dunn, of the home, and a 
host of nieces, nephews, and other loving relatives. 

Brother Leonard M.  DunnBrother Leonard M.  DunnBrother Leonard M.  Dunn   

Brother John Winston Franklin, entered into Omega Chapter on Friday September 25, 2009 at    
Norton Hospital in Louisville KY. 
 
Brother Franklin was born November 20 1923.  Brother Franklin gave service to these United States 
of America by serving in the US army in the European theater during World War II.  He was honora-
bly discharged from the US military in 1946. Brother Franklin then entered the Municipal College and 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in June 1953.  During his tenure as an undergraduate student, 
he became a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated through Delta Sigma Chapter, 
Louisville Municipal College, on April 22, 1950. He was a retired employee of the old First National 
Bank and Nanz and Kraft Florist.  He was a devoted member of Quinn Chapel AME Church. 
 
He is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Deltricia W. Hickman; two grandsons, Jason F. and Reginald C. 
Hickman; three great-grandsons, David and Malcolm Hickman and Pharaoh Davis; his god-daughter, 
Beverly Hollingsworth and her son, Eric Hollingsworth, and 25000 Omega Men. 
 

Brother John Winston FranklinBrother John Winston FranklinBrother John Winston Franklin   
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Raleigh, NC - Brother 
Harold E. High entered 
Omega Chapter on Satur-
day, December 5, 2009 at 
the age 83.  He was   initi-
ated into the Fraternity at 
Delta Psi Chapter, June 20, 
1949 located at Shaw Uni-
versity.   He was a current 
member of the Iota Iota 
Chapter in Raleigh, NC 

where he held the   office Keeper of Finance 
for 12 years.  Brother High also served as 
Chapter Basileus and was awarded both the 
Superior Service and Omega Man of the Year 
Awards. 
 
Brother High attended Shaw University, 
graduating with a BS degree in Math and Sci-
ence.  He taught Mathematics and Science at 
the Governor Morehead School of the Blind 
and Deaf.  He later studied at Gallaudet Uni-
versity in Washington, DC, receiving a Mas-
ter’s Degree. 
 
Brother High enlisted in the US Marine Corps 
as a young man and served in World War II.  
After the war, he returned to Raleigh, NC and 
served in many capacities throughout his ca-
reer.  Brother High served as the Director of 
Housing Management; Housing Director of 
Southside Urban Renewal     Project; and the 
Director of the Estey Hall Foundation for 
Shaw University. 
 
He was a Life Member of the Fraternity and a      
devout member of Martin Street Baptist 
church for over 50 years serving in many ca-
pacities.   Brother High is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 57 years, and three brothers.  

Brother Harold E. HighBrother Harold E. HighBrother Harold E. High   

Brother Guy Gilliard was 
initiated into the 
Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity, Incorporated 
through the Pi Omega 
Graduate Chapter in 
Baltimore City in 1977.  
He was Line Brother # 
5,  on the line known as 
“Ten Who Dared”.   He 
received his under-
graduate honors at 

Towson State University, Towson, Maryland 
and was awarded his BS Degree in Education 
in 1972. 
 
Guy was a physical education specialist and 
worked as an educator until he ran to steal 
second base one Sunday morning while     
playing softball with his Omega brothers’.  Guy 
was an excellent baseball player and should 
have played professionally.  The slide into sec-
ond base left him almost wholly paralyzed.  
However with determination and hard work 
Guy moved himself from only being able to 
blink his eyes to the road of recovery and a 
new career.    
 
Guy was an avid gun collector and enjoyed 
hunting and fishing.  He was an active member 
of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc and the 
American Legion.  He leaves a legacy of   
Brotherhood and eternal Friendship. Our 
prayers and support extend to his family 
through our and his Omega Psi Phi family of 
Brothers. 

Brother Guy GillardBrother Guy GillardBrother Guy Gillard   
July 21, 2009 Omega ChapterJuly 21, 2009 Omega ChapterJuly 21, 2009 Omega Chapter   
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Brother Hubert “Bert” Simmons 

 

Brother Bert Simmons was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. for 23 years. He 
was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. for 23 years. Brother Simmons was initi-
ated into the Fraternity through Pi Omega Graduate Chapter of Baltimore, MD on De-
cember 2, 1986 on the line known as “The Stressful Nine”.  He was a fun loving and 
ideal role model of an Omega Man exemplifying the fraternity’s motto, creed, ethic and 
Omega’s four cardinal principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.   
 

Brother Hubert “Bert” Simmons was a member of the legendary Negro Baseball League, 
from 1941-1952.  He was an outstanding pitcher and outfielder.  Brother Bert played for the Baltimore Elite 
Giants in 1950.  Brother Simmons earned All-Conference honors from 1946-49 at North Carolina AT&T State 
University, and was inducted into the University’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1978.   
 

The Negro Baseball Leagues of yesteryear ended when the late Jackie Robinson and others integrated the 
Major Leagues.  Brother Simmons stint as a player ended without the opportunity to compete at the Major 
League level.  But he continued his love for the game as a Teacher and baseball coach in two High Schools 
of the Baltimore City Schools System.    
 

Most recently, Brother Simmons became involved with helping to develop and form the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum of Maryland, Inc.  This work was to help further recognize the valuable contributions and 
unsung recognition of so many of the Negro ball players of Maryland and throughout the Country.   
 

The Baltimore Orioles paid special tribute to Brother Simmons when he was honored by the Team in a    
symbolic and commemorative draft of former Negro Baseball League Players into the major leagues. As one 
of the last surviving members of the Baltimore Elite Giants, he would always make himself available for 
speaking engagements and personal appearances to highlight the contributions of the many Negro players 
who could no longer speak for themselves. 
 

Just as his active times with Baseball, so too did our Brother extend himself in the active work of Omega.  
He was a long time member of the Social Action Committee.  Brother Bert was recognized on many occa-
sions for his work with our Omega Academy, which is dedicated to improving the lives of pre teens and 
young boys from the community through counseling and guidance.  Brother Simmons also worked as a Que 
Mentor giving support to faculty and students at The Matthew Henson Elementary School. 
 

In July 2008, at the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated 75th Grand Conclave in Montgomery Alabama a 
proclamation was placed in the records that acknowledgement of the accomplishments and adulations of 
Brother Bert Simmons and the spirit of the Negro Baseball League. 
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Brother Paul Mifflin Johnson entered Omega Chapter on June 10, 2009.  He was a member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. for 23 years. He was initiated into the Fraternity through Pi Omega 
Graduate Chapter of Baltimore, MD on December 2, 1986 on the line known as “The Stressful 
Nine”.  Brother Johnson was Pi Omega Chapter’s Keeper of Finance for many years and was willing 
to work on any committee.  A very pleasant quite well spoken Brother who famous quote was   
always “just tell me what you want me to do.”  He was always willing to serve Omega. 
 

Brother Johnson earned bachelors, master’s degrees from Morgan State University, and studied at 
University of Maryland, Boston College and at institutes provided by the National Science        
Foundation.  
 

A dedicated professional educator, he taught mathematics at the junior and senior high school lev-
els and in alternative and adult education programs.  Brother Johnson held several positions at the 
central office of Baltimore City Public Schools including Mathematics Curriculum Coordinator and 
Budget Analyst. After a long and distinguished career in the Baltimore City Public Schools, Paul   
retired and continued to share his professional skills and expertise as an educator and administra-
tor serving as Principle at the Rosa Parks School. Under his leadership the school’s academic     
program was strengthened, financial situation improved and enrollment increased. 
 

Allied with many civic and professional organizations, he was a member of the National Council of 
Mathematics and  the National Association of School Business Officers. He served as Trustee for 
the N.M. Carroll Home for the Elderly and a member of For-Win Ash Garden Club, the Templars 
and Los Pecos Investment Club. 
 

Brother Johnson was married for over 50 years to his wife, Muriel Davis Johnson and were the 
First African America couple to be married at St Cecilia’s Roman Catholic Church.  They are parents 
to Cecilia Johnson Simms. Paul was a person whose life exemplified true Christian brotherhood in 
service to God, Church, Family and Fraternity. 

Brother Paul Mifflin Johnson 
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Brother Dr. Gossie Harold Hudson entered Omega Chapter on 
September 20, 2009. He was 79 years old. He became an 
Omega Man in 1972 at Tau Upsilon Chapter while studying 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. 
 
After completing high school, Brother Hudson attended    
Morgan State College (now Morgan State University). While 
at Morgan, he joined the United States Army and served our 
country for two years. He spent 18 months of his tour of duty     
stationed in Germany.  
 
After finishing his tenure with the Army, Brother Hudson 
transferred to North Carolina Central University. While       
attending North Carolina Central University, Brother Hudson 

met the love of his life Ms Florence Delores McCall.   They united in holy matrimony on June 
30, 1956.  From this union, Mr. Gossie Harold Hudson, Jr., who preceded him in death and 
Mrs. Florence Elizabeth Hudson-McPherson.  Earlier in life, Brother Hudson became a father 
to Mrs.  Cassandra Hodges.  
 
Brother Hudson first teaching job was in Sarasota, Florida at Butler-Baker High School.  
Brother Hudson taught and lived in several other states.  His most notable move was to   
Columbus, Ohio  where he received his doctoral degree in History.  Brother Hudson doctoral 
dissertation was on Paul Laurence Dunbar. One of the last stops in his academic career was 
his move to Baltimore, Maryland. There he accepted the position as full professor and   
chairman of the Department of History at Morgan State University. Brother Hudson         
remained at Morgan for 20 years, retiring in 1999. Also in 1999, Brother Hudson received 
the Doctor Of Human Letters Honorary Degree, conferred by Sojourner Douglass College. 
 
While at Morgan, Brother Hudson initiated a two-way talk show, named “Just You and Me”. 
This show enlightened the community concerning little known facts about black people. The 
show aired through WEAA at Morgan State University and was successfully aired for 27 
years. Brother Hudson has published 7 books: “The Paul Laurence Dunbar Reader”; 
“Forward for Freedom: Abraham Lincoln and the Negroes”; “My Soul Sings”; “A Biography 
of Paul Laurence Dunbar”; “My Favorite Dunbar Poems”; “Abraham Lincoln and Blacks    
During the Civil War, with special reference to William Florence “; “A Directory of Black    
Historians, Essays and Commentaries” and over 75 articles. 

Brother Dr. Gossie Harold Hudson 
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Brother Arthur F. BrownBrother Arthur F. BrownBrother Arthur F. Brown   

 

Willingboro, NJ - Brother Arthur F. Brown entered 
Omega Chapter on October 7, 2009.  Brother Brown was 
born in Denora, Pa., the son of the late Chester and 
Clara (Wilson) Brown.  He received his Bachelor of      
Science Degree from Cheyney State Teachers College in 
1958.  Brother Brown was initiated into the Beta Gamma 
Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated in 
1955. 
 

Brother Brown was an educator for more than 45 years, 
working in the Philadelphia, Willingboro and Pemberton, 
N.J. school systems.  He retired from the Pemberton 
School District.  He served as an assistant Willingboro 
High School football and track coach and head track 
coach at Pemberton Township.  He influenced the lives of 
many young men through his coaching and mentoring.  
His lifelong desire to help all young people was demon-

strated through his teaching, loving compassion, and strong positive personality that         
encouraged them to make goals and follow their dreams. 
 

He was a Charter Member of the Nu Nu Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,              
Incorporated of Willingboro, NJ.  The Omega Community Development Center, located at 525 
York Street in Burlington City, NJ was changed on January 21, 2007 to the Arthur Frank 
Brown Community Center, honoring his commitment to building better choices for young 
people. 
 

Brother Brown was an entrepreneur and the owner of Frat House Graphics, located in     
Edgewater Park, NJ.  He is survived by his wife, Etta and sons Craig and Wray.   
 

The voice of Nu Nu’s beloved Art Brown has been silenced.  His spirit shall live on in the 
hearts and minds of the Brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated. Rest in Peace, 
Brother Brown, for when we say our last goodbye, you walk on streets of Pearls! 
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